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2019 Roots Award
Recipient
The Washington Historical Society is proud
to announce this year’s Roots Award Recipient, Phil Bremen.
Phil grew up in Washington, Illinois. He
successfully built on his early education,
experiences, and initiative to make
significant contributions to society through
his work in international news reporting.
Please, join us on Thursday,
September 26th at
St. Mark’s Church
at 6:30 to hear Phil
tell of his very
interesting
background.
Phil will also be
honored in the WCHS
Homecoming parade on
Friday, September 27.
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David Davis, the Man and the Mansion
Join the Society and friends in the library meeting room
at 6:30 on Tuesday, November 5th, to learn about the U.S.
senator who was Lincoln’s campaign manager in 1860. Jeff
Saulsbery from the David Davis Foundation will present
our program. This event is free and open to the public.
Jeff Saulsbery is a history graduate from SIU-Carbondale.
He has worked for over 20 years at the David Davis Mansion as first the curator and now the site manager. He is
the father of two amazing daughters, one an SIU-C summa cum laude graduate and the other currently on the
Dean’s list and working her way through the University
of Illinois.
The David Davis Mansion is currently overseen by the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources and is one of the 150 greatest buildings in Illinois, according to the Illinois Council of the
American Institute of Architects. It is also a National Historic
Landmark. The garden was chosen as a 2011 Finalist for the
Governor's hometown award.

Time Travels in Trunks
Time Travels in Trunks was well traveled in the 20182019 school year!! This group of incredible volunteers
gave thirty minute historical presentations to elementary students in Washington Township. Teachers were
able to select from eleven different trunks. And, because many classes viewed several trunks, “views” are
counted instead of students.
THERE WERE 2,770 VIEWS THIS YEAR!!

Christmas Tour
December 10th, 1:00 – 4:00 pm and 6:00 – 9:00 pm.
Advance tickets offered at $17/each, tickets purchased
the day of the tour are $20/each. More information on
the tour to come.
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Meet Your Roots Award Recipient
Phil Bremen is an associate professor emeritus at Ball
State University in Muncie, Indiana, where he taught
for 17 years. He chaired the news concentration in the
Department of Telecommunications before retiring in
2018.
Bremen came to Ball State in 2001 after serving Indiana
Gov. Frank O’Bannon as his press secretary throughout
O’Bannon’s first term.

Bremen earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism from
the University of Missouri, Columbia, and a master’s
in communication studies from Ball State. He also has
studied at the University of Durham, England, and at
Butler University and Christian Theological Seminary,
both in Indianapolis.

At Ball State, he helped build the consensus and the curriculum for one of the country’s first interdepartmental
journalism programs, exposing students to the broad
Previously Bremen was a network television correspon- range of skills they will need in today’s multi-platform
dent for NBC News, covering parts of five continents news environment.
from bureaus in Miami, Frankfurt (Germany) and London. During the civil war in El Salvador, Bremen was Professor Bremen was co-principal investigator under
the first television correspondent to report the murder a $2.5 million federal cooperative agreement, creating
of four Roman Catholic missionaries from the United training courses in crisis communications for the U.S.
States. He was also first to substantiate a massacre by Department of Homeland Security. He has led instruca Salvadoran government death squad. In the Middle tional sessions for the groups including the National
East he covered the Iran-Iraq war and the Lebanese civil Governors Association and the national Broadcast Edwar. During part of the Cold War, he served as NBC’s ucation Association.
acting bureau chief in Moscow.
He achieved the rank of captain in the U.S. Army
He has also been an anchor and reporter in Indianapolis Reserve.
and Minneapolis-St. Paul as well as the public television
He has been honored as a Sagamore of the Wabash,
network in New Jersey. At the age of 14 he got his start as
conferred by Gov. O’Bannon (2000), and as a Kentucky
a newspaper reporter and photographer at The Tazewell
Colonel (2003).
County Reporter in Washington, Illinois. Then, while
still attending Washington Community High School, He and his wife Susie, also a retired educator, live in
he became a reporter and photographer at WMBD-TV Indianapolis.
and a newscaster on WMBD radio, both in Peoria.
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Memorial Bricks in front of DementZinser & Dr’s Museum to honor
family, business, or a loved one.

$100

Your Kroger Plus Card helps us grow!
Here’s how to enroll:
1. Visit www.kroger.com/communityrewards
2. Scroll down to find your location and click “Enroll Now”
3. Sign in to your online account, or create an account
4. Find and select our organization and click “Save”

How do I select a charitable organization to support when
shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you
need to select a charitable organization to receive donations
from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase
you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.
Please pick the Washington Historical Society (Washington,
Illinois) as your Amazon Smile recipient.

You’ll start earning rewards for Washington Historical Society
right away on qualifying purchases made using your Kroger
Plus Card!
Learn more at www.kroger.com/communityrewards and thank
you for your support.

Ask your employer about matching funds.

