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25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GARDEN WALK –  
SATURDAY, JUNE 20

Mark your calendars to at-
tend the 25th anniversary 
of the Garden Walk! The 

Garden Walk has long been a collab-
oration of the Washington Historical 
Society and the Town and Country 
Gardeners. We have some beauti-
ful gardens lined up for this year’s 
event and hope everyone will join us 
to celebrate natural beauty in Wash-
ington! This event is held outside 
and we will encourage attendees to 
practice social distancing. To protect 
the health of our hosts and attendees, 
we will prohibit people from bring-
ing food or drinks into the gardens 

this year. Tickets are being sold at Le 
Fleur, Step Back in Time, and Kim-
pling Ace Hardware.

SATURDAY, JUNE 20

1:00 – 4:00 P.M.

TICKET PRICE:  
$15 IN ADVANCE;  
$20 ON THE DAY  
OF THE EVENT

ROOTS 2020

The Washington Historical Society is 
accepting applications until August 
1 for the 2020 Roots Award, which 

has been presented annually since 2013 
when Dr. David Hunt of the Smithsonian 
became the first recipient. Since then noted 
sportswriter David vanDyke, inventor Tejas 
Shastry, retired Director of the University of 
Oklahoma Marching Band Gene Thrailkill, 
Judge Kate Gorman, nationally known peri-
natologist Dr. Tom Gross and former NBC 
broadcaster Phil Breman have been honored 
with the Roots Award.  

A nomination form is available on the Wash-
ington Historical Society website https:// 
washingtonilhs.com. Acceptance of this 
award will be contingent on the recipient 
making a video to be shown to the Wash-
ington Historical Society and online.  The 
Roots Award applications are kept on file for 
three years. The nomination forms must be 
returned by August 1 to the Washington His-
torical Society P.O. Box 54 Washington, IL 
61571.

Nominees must have spent a portion of their 
youth in Washington and have excelled in 
any of these areas: government, fine arts, 
charitable work, sciences, medical, business, 
or sports.
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The Washington Historical Society

announces that it will be accepting nominations for the 


2020 Roots Award 
until August 1, 2020

General Information and Rules:
1. Eligibility: Nominees must have spent a portion of their childhood in Washington and 

have made significant contributions in one of the following areas: science, government, 
arts, sports, business, science, or charitable work.  

2. In the past, recipients were honored during the high school homecoming festivities 
weekend.  

Considerations on the part of the recipient.  Due to the pandemic, and not knowing the future 
of events, we will not ask the recipient to be present to receive the award.  However, we do ask 
that the recipient present a recorded (30-45 minutes in length) program telling

1. How did life in Washington contribute to your success?
2. Details as to what accomplishments you have achieved.
3. What advice do you have for Washington students?                                                                          

This video will be shown to the Washington Historical Society either in person or online. 

Please complete and return this form with any attachments and additional papers to Washington 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571


Nominee’s name_____________________________________________________phone_______________


addresss________________________________________________________________________________


Why do you feel this nominee should be the recipient of the 2020 Roots Award?  Please use more 
paper, if necessary. 


________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________


Nominator’s name____________________________________________________phone_______________
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WILLIAM HOLLAND HISTORY 

researched and compiled by  
Mary C. Kerr, archivist  

Washington Historical Society

In the pre-pandemic era, many Wash-
ington residents left their homes to 
drive to nearby towns for their day 

jobs and returned home in the evenings. 
And, sometimes, this routine was long 
and aggravating, but Washington’s 
founder, William Holland, had one of 
the most intense commutes.  
Fort Clark Blacksmith and Farmer 
Holland, who came to southern Illinois 
in 1815 from North Carolina with his 
wife Levycy and three young children, 
moved to Fort Clark (today’s Peoria) in 
1820 to serve as a blacksmith for the In-
dians. He also farmed the land where the 
present-day Peoria County Courthouse 
is located and was involved in the be-
ginnings of the Peoria County govern-
ment. He built a large double cabin in 
Fort Clark, but somehow thought there 
was a better future on the eastern side of 
the Illinois River, which until 1827 was 
part of Peoria County. 
At first, he had a “shanty” in what is 
now the Fondulac area of East Peoria, 
where he farmed the surrounding land 
while going back and forth by canoe 
to his home and work in Peoria. In late 
1824, the U.S. government relieved him 
from his duties as a blacksmith to the 
Indians, but he continued to be a black-
smith and farmer in Ft. Clark.
The Move To Holland’s Grove  
In 1825, he built a cabin near a spring 
in the area of Washington now known 
as Candlewood Park (in 2020, it is the 
land to the south of Allied Wheel Co). 
At the time, Holland’s Grove was in 
the midst of a heavily wooded area 
with an abundance of wildlife such as 
deer, prairie chickens, turkeys, quails, 
snakes, wolves, and many different 
types of songbirds. Edible wild black-
berries, strawberries, gooseberries, wild 
crabapples, plums, and grapes were 
common. Holland had the first orchard 

in the area, and the apples were prized 
by those who received them.
1825 Commute from Holland’s Grove 
to Ft. Clark 
While living in what today is Wash-
ington, he continued to commute to Ft. 
Clark (Peoria). The first stretch of the 
commute was on his gray horse “Turk” 
to the Illinois River where he jumped 
into his canoe and crossed to Ft. Clark 
(some reports say he swam the distance 
before he had a canoe). In the winter, he 
could walk on the ice. Upon dropping 
his rider at the riverbank, Turk would 
trot back to the Holland home in Hol-
land’s Grove. In the evenings, Holland 
would return to the eastern bank of the 
Illinois River and run back to his cabin 
in Holland’s Grove. There are no narra-
tives or records to indicate how long he 
made this commute. 
More Stories of Turk 
Holland’s daughter, Mrs. Esther Ann 
Weeks (born 1842), told about the sto-
ries of Turk that had been handed down 
to her and she remembered playing with 
Turk. She relayed that not only was 
Turk a great horse by helping his mas-
ter commute to the river, but he was a 
great playmate for the Holland children 
and would allow a board to be placed 

across his back for a teeter-totter. And, 
she remembered her father putting her 
and a brother on Turk’s back and send-
ing them off to the barn. 
Indians In Holland’s Grove
Indians were numerous in the area and 
Holland served them with gunsmithing 
and blacksmithing in both Ft. Clark and 
Holland’s Grove. It is said that the Indi-
ans respected Holland and would spend 
hours in his blacksmith shop talking 
with him as he worked. Holland was 
able to speak several Indian languages. 
A story relates that once when William 
Holland was away from the cabin, In-
dians entered the home with the fami-
ly present and went through a trunk of 
items. They did not find any money and 
left. Later, Holland addressed this with 
them, and they said they would not hurt 
the paleface. 
Two stories, dated 1822, describe their 
interactions with the Indians while liv-
ing in Ft. Clark. “At one time when Mr. 
Holland’s wife (Levycy) was washing, a 
squaw entered the cabin and interrupted 
her in her work. She had just put a kettle 
of boiling water in a tub, and in passing, 
the squaw fell or sat in the tub of hot suds. 
Her cries called the braves, who lifted her 
out and carried her to the wigwam.”

This is the home William Holland built to replace the cabin  
on the corner of Holland and Main.
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“One day when Lawson was a boy, and 
while the family were at dinner, and 
a Frenchmen named Louey, who was 
stopping by with them, had finished his 
meal, lighted his pipe, and was leisurely 
smoking outside the cabin, a stalwart In-
dian came down the trail and demanded 
his pipe, which was refused. The Indian 
then drew his tomahawk and drove it into 
his skull. Holland and old man Avery, 
who was there at the time, rushed from 
the cabin, and Avery grappled with the 
redskin. He sounded the war-hoop, and in 
a twinkling the little band of whites were 
surrounded by hundreds of the swarthy 
tribe. The Chief, taking in the situation, 
drew his war-club and struck at Avery 
with his deadly weapon, but Avery’s 
quick eye dodged the blow and the in-
strument was buried in a large tree behind 
him. It was a perilous moment and there 
seemed to be no escape for this little band 
of pioneers, but Holland was regarded as 
a friend, and his counsel was at all times 
sought. The Indians then had a war-dance 
and returned to their camps, and peace 
and quietness was again restored.”
Ft. Washington  
Historian John Dougherty wrote that 
during the Black Hawk war many 
towns in Illinois built wooden forts for 
the safety of the residents. “A fortress 
was constructed at Washington. Hap-
pily, however, none of these was ever 
besieged by the Indians.” 
Holland’s Family, Education,  
And Religion
Although Holland’s nearest neighbor 
was a family ten miles away on Farm-
dale Creek, life was not lonely because, 
by 1825, Holland and his first wife, 
Levycy Bess, had nine children. At 
her death in 1833, she had 14 children. 
Holland farmed land to the east of his 
second cabin, which was located on the 
Southwest corner of today’s Holland 
and Main streets. Gradually, people be-
gan to move into the area. Holland, an 
early entrepreneur, built a larger cabin 
(described as palatial) on the southwest 
corner of Holland and Main, which lat-
er was replaced with a frame house. 

Holland believed in education, and before 
building a 16 by 18 log school in 1827, 
his children were schooled by a traveling 
schoolmaster who lived with them during 
the school term. While laying out the 
town, he dedicated land for educational 
purposes with the stipulation that it never 
be used for anything else.
Holland hosted early Methodist church 
circuit riders and helped found the first 
Methodist church in Washington.  
Grist Mill 
In 1827, he built a horse-powered grist 
mill west of his home, and farmers came 
from as far as sixty miles and some-
times waited up to two weeks to have 
their grain ground. Along with running 
the first grist mill in the area, he farmed 
land that he laid out and cleared east of 
Washington.  He also continued to be a 
blacksmith and in a ledger from that era 
it is noted that he worked two days as a 
hired hand for $1.50. 
The History of Tazewell County in 1879 
described the 1827 grist mill: “William 
Holland, Sr., built the first grist-mill 
west of his dwelling. It was called a 
band-mill, and was run by horsepow-
er, a simple arrangement consisting of 
one large wheel, the nave of which was 
a log of wood eight or ten feet long, 
hewed eight square, set in a perpendic-
ular position, and supplied with spokes 
or arms. The lower end was secured by 
a pivot, on which it turned to another 
timber fastened in the ground, the upper 
end being secured in like manner. The 
flour produced resembled bran or Gra-
ham flour. . . . The band-mill of William 
Holland, Sr., was the only kind of mill 
in this section of country until 1836, 
when Wm. Kern erected a flouring-mill 
on the premises formerly occupied by 
Jaquin as a brewery.” It also noted that 
the farmers wanting to grind their grain 
supplied the horsepower to operate the 
mill. 
Holland’s Grove Became  
Washington  
In 1834, Holland laid out the town of 
Washington, dedicated land for a town 

square, and renamed the town Washing-
ton, in honor of his boyhood hero. Some 
say that Holland met and shook hands 
with Washington when Washington was 
on his farewell tour of the southern col-
onies after he left the presidency.  
Town Picnic 
The Holland family hosted an annu-
al 4th of July town celebration in the 
grove of trees where the Denhart-Rup-
pman Home now stands at 212 South 
Main. Long tables with muslin cloths 
were placed around the woods, and his 
daughter-in-law cooked the food. Even-
tually, the town wanted to help pay for 
this, and people participated in a free-
will collection. 
Community Service 
Holland served on community boards 
and was a trustee of the town of Wash-
ington.
1825 March 8 — Holland was chosen 
county commissioner of Peoria County. 
Shortly after that, he moved east of the 
Illinois River to what today is Tazewell 
County. In 1825, it was still part of Peo-
ria County.  
1827 — Holland was appointed to serve 
on the 1st grand jury of the October 
term of the Circuit   Court. 
1831 — Holland was selected as Taze-
well County Coroner.
1841 — William Holland was Presi-
dent of the town board when fines were 
levied for an ordinance, which stated 
no one could discharge a firearm in the 
town square. 
Epilogue After Levycy Bess Holland 
(1794-1833), the mother of fourteen 
children, passed in January 1833, Hol-
land married Jane Wilson Cowden Hol-
land (1804-1856) in March 1833, and 
they had seven children.  His last mar-
riage was to widow Edith Miles Mead-
ows and they did not have any children. 
William Holland (1786-1871) was a vi-
sionary, a hard worker, an entrepreneur, 
and truly, the Father of Washington, Il-
linois. 
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TIF UPDATE
The Washington Historical 
Society recently applied to the 
City of Washington to use TIF 
funds to restore the north-fac-
ing wall at Brunk’s Center. 
The wall needed painting, 
tuckpointing and other mi-
nor repairs to prepare it for 
the Walldogs mural that will 
be painted in July. The City 
provided a 30% match for the 
total cost of the project, or 
$1,830. We extend our thanks 
to the Mayor and City Council 
for their support of our work 
to preserve and enhance his-
toric buildings in downtown 
Washington.

DEMENT-ZINSER HOUSE SALE 
The sale is complete: The Washington Historical Society closed on the sale of the De-
ment-Zinser house on April 20 and handed over possession on Friday, May 29. Your board 
and other dedicated volunteers have worked tirelessly to get everything out of the house. 
Some items have been moved next door to the doctor’s office, some have gone to a storage 
unit, and the important documents and historic archived materials are now in a tempera-
ture-controlled basement storage space on the square. The new owner of the house has big 
plans for restoring the house and we are excited to see what she is going to do next. The 
old doctor’s office, newly transformed into an office / research / archiving space, should be 
ready for use by July 1.

The Washington Historical Society is working to bring 
one Walldogs painting to Washington this summer! The 
Walldogs is a national organization that brings talented 
professional artists to a town for 3-4 days during which 
time they paint a beautiful, historically themed painting 
on a highly visible wall in the community. Our Wall-
dogs mural will be painted July 9-11 on the Brunk’s 
Sports Center wall. It will be based on the life of our 
town founder, William Holland, and the early begin-
nings of Washington. The mural painting will be a great 
event for our community, and afterwards, we will have 
a beautiful piece of art downtown for residents and visi-
tors to Washington to enjoy for years to come. For more 
information and examples of the beautiful paintings the 
Walldogs have painted in other towns, please see their 
website at http://thewalldogs.com. And please, MARK 
YOUR CALENDARS for July 9-11. You will want to 
be a part of this!

WALLDOGS MURAL COMING TO WASHINGTON
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