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MOVING ON UP

A

s most are aware, in late November, the Historical Society
purchased the building at 128
Washington Square, the former Danforth Bank Building. The new building
allows us to do all of our work in one
location: we can store our entire collection on-site, conduct meetings, present
rotating archival displays, have our research library, and even host functions
and educational programs on-site. We
have a beautiful view overlooking the
square, and the elevator makes our
second-story space entirely accessible
to all. In addition, being able to lease
the main level will provide a steady income stream to the Society for years to
come.
Remodeling: While the building is in
great shape structurally, we do need to
make a few changes to update, restore, and renovate certain aspects of the building. We plan to update the electrical and
HVAC, replace the ceiling and flooring, and make changes on the main floor to ease our access to the elevator and basement
storage. We will apply for TIF funding from the city to complete some of this work and are in the midst of a capital campaign to fund the remainder of the cost. If you have not yet had an opportunity to contribute to the capital campaign, please
consider donating today. A donation form is on page 5.
Visiting: While the pandemic has made it difficult to welcome members to the new space, we would like to invite our members to sign up for a time to tour the building – in whatever state of remodeling in may be at that time – on Sunday, April
25. Board members and our executive director will conduct tours every half hour that afternoon, but space at each time slot
will be limited to adhere to social distancing restrictions. To sign up for a time slot, please go to https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/10C0C48AAAE2AAAF8C70-building. If you have difficulty with the website or just would prefer to talk to a real,
live human, please contact Melissa at 773-425-0499 and she will get you signed up. Another reason to attend: We will have
hard copies on hand of documents that we will discuss at the Annual Meeting the next night.
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ANNUAL MEETING

I

t is once again time for the annual meeting of the WHS. Please mark your calendar for Monday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting will likely be held virtually via Zoom, though depending on gathering restrictions in place in Illinois at the
time, we may be able to accommodate 25-50 people in person in our new space, while the rest of the attendees Zoom
from home. More details about the meeting, including an internet link to
attend virtually, will be sent prior to the meeting.
Members may recall we had to cancel last year’s meeting due to the pandemic. We do have a slate of officers and bylaw changes for the membership
to vote on this year, however, so we have a full agenda for the meeting. We
will also use this opportunity to provide further updates on the new building, and John Stromberger will make a presentation about notable items in
our collection and changes in our archiving process. It’s been a long time,
Friends: we hope to see you there!

HISTORY OF 128 WASHINGTON SQUARE
A.G. Danforth & Co: 1903-1920
Danforth Banking Company: 1920-1960
Stimson & Busse Insurance: 1920-1926
Wayne C. Townley, Attorney: 1939-1953
Townley & Townley, Attorneys: 1953-1957
Danforth First National Bank: 1961-1969
Washington Federal Savings & Loan: 1970-1982
Washington Assn. of Commerce: 1970-1972
Morton Federal Savings & Loan: 1982-1995
Bank Plus: 1996-2007
BDC Realty: 1997-2001
Cooperative Media: 2003-2006
Skill Sprout: 2010-2017
Create A Scene Christmas Shop: 2018-2019

A

Washington Historical Society: 2020-2021
fter so many years of being located in the Zinser
How many of those businesses do you remember?
House, most of our members became very familiar
with the history of that building. Now, we get an op- The building was remodeled by the Washington Federal Savportunity to learn (or be reminded of) the history of another ings & Loan in 1970 to install a drive-up teller window and
great Washington landmark – 128 Washington Square.
to feature modern offices and a “colonial” look to match the
library, post office, and other city buildings being constructThe 128 Washington Square building was first constructed in ed at the time. Architects Kenyon and Associates designed
1858 by Asa Danforth to become the home of the Danforth the remodel. Washington Federal Savings & Loan didn’t acBanking Company. It operated as a private bank and then a tually leave in 1982; they merged with Morton Federal Savstate bank, for over 100 years – from 1858 to 1960. The bank ings & Loan. Then Morton Federal Savings & Loan changed
then changed its name to become the Danforth First National their name to Bank Plus in 1996. So from 1858 to 2007,
Bank which operated in the same location on the square from 128 Washington Square was occupied by only two different
1961 to 1969. After the First National Bank moved to a new banks. That is a lot of years of banking at 128 Washington
location, the building changed ownership and / or use rather Square!
quickly and featured the following uses:
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MANY THANKS TO OUR MOVER
VOLUNTEERS

I

t seems like your WHS board members have spent a lot
of time in the past 9 months MOVING: we moved out of
the Zinser House and into various temporary storage locations in the spring of 2020, and at the end of the 2020, after
purchasing the Danforth Building, we started moving those
same items into our new office. The enormity of the job made
us doubly appreciative when Mark Whitlock at Summer Insurance offered himself and his staff to help us move. They
brought trucks and manpower on December 29 and made
quick work of lots of “stuff.” We very much appreciate their
assistance and celebrate their civic-mindedness.
Thank you!

Pictured above are our helpful volunteers from Summer Insurance, from l to r:
Terri Doremus, Debby Hedden, Cherokee Wilson, Luke Hoerr, and Mark Whitlock

WASHINGTON WHITE PAPERS
The Washington Historical Society and the Bicentennial Committee have teamed
up to write a series of “white papers” that tell stories of Washington’s History. This
effort to document our history has been ramped up in anticipation of the City’s bicentennial in 2025. Below are snippets from two articles. To read the full article or
to read up on other topics, please go to https://washingtonilhs.com/research.

We don’t have to do all of our
shopping in December, do we?
The Washington Historical Society
still has notecards, Christmas ornaments, and mugs that each feature
parts of the Walldogs mural. These
items are still available at Define the
Home or can be ordered by contacting the WHS at washingtonilhs@
gmail.com. All proceeds benefit the
Washington Historical Society.

: $12.00

Pack of 10 notecards

00

0.
Washington mug: $1

t: $12.00

Christmas ornamen

Farm Creek
“...In the 1970s and 1980s, the solution from city officials seemed to be
to try to keep the creek as clear as possible, remove debris, and try to
stay on top of it. That would prove difficult, however, as the vast majority of the water surging into Farm Creek was coming from fields, bringing
in large amount of soil, corn cobs, and other agricultural castoff. In June
1980 the creek completely submerged the area around the intersection of
Hilldale and Lawndale, completely cutting off residents of Birchwood
from their homes. As a result of this flood, FEMA purchased the two
homes at the intersection of Lawndale and Birchwood Drive due to their
propensity for flooding. That is why Birchwood Park exists today....”
Five Points:
“...At the 1999 Cherry Festival, a new organization called the Washington Area Community Center Board had set up a table to gauge resident
interest and need of a community center in town to be built on the Wilmor property. The board had taken possession of the property, partially
due to the generosity of Howard Spurgeon, and partially due to a grant
awarded to them by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs. The land was paid for. Unlike 1976, this board wasn’t
seeking donations of $100,000 from the public for a building with three
meeting rooms, a kitchen and a piano stage. They were seeking contributions for a three to five million dollar project to put Ron Gregg’s original
vision into reality. By May 2000 the numbers became clearer: the board
needed $3 million in donations to make this project feasible....
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Fire Dept., rescue budgets
questioned:
The budget requests for the Washington Volunteer Fire Department
and the Washington Rescue Squad
were considered by the Washington City Council Monday evening, and budget trimming was
in the air. Perhaps as serious was
an underlying current which ran
through the meeting and involves
the relationship of the city to the
two units. The council took no action on the combined total request
of $137,000 was $30,000 less
than the original request because
the two units had duplicated a request for money for work on the
new fire house. It is not generally
understood, but the Washington
Volunteer Fire Department, on
the one hand, and the Washington
Rescue Squad, on the other, are
not part of the City of Washington
government, even though they get
most of the their operating funds
from the city. It is the feeling of
many of the volunteers that the
city administration is moving to
bring the two units more under the
control of city government.
VFW Dance:
The Walker Danforth VFW and
Dance of the Month will have a
dance March 21 at the Post Home.
Jim Parks and the Starliters will be
playing from 9 p.m. until 12 a.m.
There is an admission charge of $7
per couple.

FROM THE TAZEWELL
COUNTY REPORTER –
MARCH 12, 1981

Prices at Hornsby’s, effective March 11-March 14, 1981:
Bit O’Honey
4 pack - $.37
Saran Warp $.47
Velamints 3
pack - $.57

Band Aid
brand sheer
strips - $.63

Bowl Power
toilet bowl
cleaner - $.97

20” bicycle
speedometer $8.97

Terry table
cloth - $5.87

Porcelana Fade
Cream - $4.54

13-foot canoe $237.88

Crest - $.87

Ten WCHS seniors named:
Ten Washington Community High
School seniors share top academic
honors among the Class of 1981.
The selections are based upon
their grade averages. The ten students, listed by their rank in the
class are: John W. McGree, Julia
Ann Schwebel, Mark Stephen
Boehle, Shawn Colleen Smith,
Alice L. Thompson, Theresa A.
Schwebel, David G. Bigger, Julia Ann Crawford, David Cramer,
and Sarah E. Holzhauer.
Two win degrees from U. of
Illinois:
Two Washington men were awarded degrees at the winter graduation period of the University of
Illinois. A total of 1,704 students
received the January degrees. No
ceremony is held for winter graduation. Charles L. Armstrong,
of 143 W. Dutch Lane Rd., was
awarded a B.S. in agrictulture.
Charles Melvin Schap, of 306 Elmhurst Dr., was awarded a B.S. in
applied life studies.

Panthers one point short in
regional play:
After defeating East Peoria on
Wednesday, the Washington Panthers lost a tough one-point decision to Chillicothe IVC. IVC will
advance to Sectional play tonight
at Robertson Fieldhouse to play
Manual’s Rams. The loss leaves
the Panthers with a 13-12 record
and boosts IVC’s mark to 22-4.
Fire department urges care in
present drought:
The Washington Volunteer Fire
Department has urged residents
of the Washington Fire Protection District and nearby areas to
use extreme care when using fire
outside because of the extremely
dry conditions that prevail. Dave
Weaver, Washington Fire Chief,
said that the fire fighters answered
a total of six grass fire calls over
the last weekend alone. The current dry conditions have resulted
for a less-than-average amount
of rain and snow over the past
several months, Weaver said.
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VISIT WASHINGTON’S HISTORY, AND THEN TAKE SOME HOME!

Help WHS with our spring cleaning as we clean out the warehouse and move into our new home on the Washington Square.
Unique antique furniture, collectibles, and local artifacts will
be sold at a 2 day sale with all items priced and available for
sale with proceeds going to support the programs and efforts
of the Washington Historical Society.
Washington Historical Society Warehouse Sale
108 Washington Square
Friday, April 9th 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Saturday, April 10th 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

• All items sold as-is and and as found, cash and carry
• All items will be described and pictured online at
estatesales.net after April 1st
• No early or pre-sales. Numbers given at 8:00 am the
morning of the sale
• All announcements made or posted on sale dates take
precedent regarding items offered
Take time to enjoy the shops and businesses throughout the
great City of Washington and support the efforts of your
Washington Historical Society.

HELP THE WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN YOUR WAY:
Remember: an easy way to help support the mission of the
Washington Historical Society is to designate us as your preferred beneficiary through Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards. Both of those programs send money back to your
designated charity based on your everyday purchases. To select
the Washington Historical Society as your preferred beneficiary
for Kroger, please go to: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards, and for Amazon, please go to: https://
smile.amazon.com. Every dollar helps!
Please consider making a contribution to our Building Fund
Capital Campaign. We are thrilled to take our place as the
next caretaker of the beautiful building at 128 Washington
Square. While the building is generally in great shape, we do
need to make some improvements for it to suit our specific
needs. We appreciate your support of our efforts to update the
building and to preserve another great building on our beautiful Washington Square.

PO Box 54
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 444-4793

TIME TO RENEW
Remember: 2021 dues should be paid by April 26. Please fill out the following form and return it with a check by
April 26 to: Washington Historical Society; PO Box 54; Washington, IL 61571

Choose their membership level:

Choose your membership level:

Email________________________ Phone_______________

Email________________________ Phone_______________

City________________________ State_____ Zip_________

City________________________ State_____ Zip_________

Address___________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________

Please send a gift membership to:

2021 Membership- Washington Historical Society

❍ Golden/ $150

❍ Business/ $75

❍ Single/ $30

❍ Student/ Free

Employee Matching:

❍ Family/ $45
❍ Lifetime/ $400

❍ Golden/ $150

❍ Business/ $75

❍ Single/ $30

❍ Student/ Free

❍ Family/ $45
❍ Lifetime/ $400

____________________________________________

(employer name & address) ____________________________________________

Mail check to: WHS, P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571 or visit: https://washingtonilhs.com/membership-3/

