
ROOTS AWARD WINNERS
The Washington Historical Society is pleased to announce this year’s Roots 
recipients. That’s right, this year, for the first time ever, there are TWO recip-
ients: Dr. Christian Vercler (lower right) and Dr. Marcus Jarboe (upper right) 
were nominated as a pair by multiple nominees this year for their tremendous 
medical accomplishments. Most publicly, Dr. Vercler and Dr. Jarboe were 
widely covered in the media in November 2020 for their work to separate 
conjoined twins at Ann Arbor’s C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital. Media cover-
age at the time highlighted the spectacular coincidence that two physicians, 
both of whom grew up in Washington and attended Washington High School 
together, would be reunited because of their medical specialties to perform 
such a rare surgery. But their accomplishments extend far beyond this one 
surgery. Dr. Jarboe and Dr. Vercler are each highly respected, extremely 
successful and accomplished physicians whose contributions in the field of 
medicine are significant.

We are so proud to call Dr. Vercler and Dr. Jarboe two of our own and extend 
our profound thanks for all that they are doing in the world.

___________________________________________________________

Due to their busy schedules, Dr. Vercler and Dr. Jarboe will be unable to 
journey to Washington for Roots activities around homecoming this year. 
However, they are coordinating their schedules so that they can both come 
to Washington at the same time to present a joint presentation about their 
careers and their start in Washington, Illinois. We will certainly advertise 
that event once a date has been set.

We encourage readers to re-read the original article from the Washington 
Courier about Dr. Vercler and Dr. Jarboe and their collaboration on the sur-
gery to separate conjoined twins. It is inspiring! www.courierpapers.com. A 
link will be posted on our website.
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DR. CHRISTIAN VERCLER
Dr. Vercler is a 1993 graduate of Washington High School, 
the oldest of Rudy and Kaye Vercler’s five children. He 
grew up on the family farm east of Washington. He is cur-
rently the program director of the University of Michigan 
Craniofacial Surgery fellowship, Director of the Cranio-
facial Anomalies Program, which takes care of children 
from across the state of Michigan who are born with facial 
differences and will soon become the Chief of Pediatric 
Plastic Surgery at the CS Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann 
Arbor. He is one of the few surgeons in Michigan who do 
complex craniofacial reconstruction in children and adults.

Dr. Vercler also has a significant background in ethics. He 
became interested in ethics at Wheaton College and after 
graduating with his degree in biology, decided to complete 
a master’s degree in Theological Studies, also at Wheaton 
College, in order to better understand theology and ethics 
so he could make it a part of his medical practice. After 
Wheaton College, he attended the University of Illinois for 
medical school, then spent six years at Emory University 
in Atlanta for his general surgery training. At Emory, he 
did a Clinical Ethics Fellowship at the Emory Center for 
Ethics and completed another master’s degree in Bioeth-
ics. While in Atlanta, he also met his wife, Kate, who was 
there training in Urology. After Emory, Dr. Vercler went 
to Harvard to train in plastic surgery for three years, and 
while there, was part of a team that conducted a number 
of pioneering face transplants. Upon leaving Harvard, Dr. 
Vercler followed his wife to Michigan where she had been 
recruited to the University of Michigan, and he did another 
year of specialized training in taking care of children with 
cleft lip, cleft palate, and other complex craniofacial defor-
mities. He joined the faculty at the University of Michigan 
in 2013 and was promoted to Associate Professor in 2018. 
He serves as Co-Chief of the Clinical Ethics Service of the 
Center for Bioethics and Social Sciences in Medicine at 
the University of Michigan, serves as Chair of the Pedi-
atric Ethics Committee of C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, 
is Co-Chair of the Adult Ethics Committee at Michigan 
Medicine, is Chair of the Michigan State Medical Society 
Bioethics Committee, and is Chair of the Ethics Commit-
tee of the American Society of Plastic Surgeons.

Dr. Vercler’s parents and siblings Aaron, Amy, Katy, and 
Natalie all currently live in Washington. Dr. Vercler is 
married to Dr. Kate Kraft, a pediatric urologist whom he 
describes as a “pretty big deal” in pediatric urology, and 
they have three daughters: Jacqueline (8), Alice (6), and 
Elizabeth (4). 

DR. MARCUS JARBOE 
Dr. Jarboe is the son of Jerry and Marla Jarboe of Washing-
ton and is a 1991 graduate of Washington High School. He 
is the Director of Pediatric Minimally Invasive Surgery at 
the C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital. He also has a dual faculty 
appointment with the Department of Radiology as an inter-
ventional radiologist. 

Dr. Jarboe’s areas of clinical interest and expertise focus on 
minimally invasive surgical techniques in treating congen-
ital and acquired abnormalities of the pulmonary, gastroin-
testinal and biliary systems, neoplasms and general pediatric 
surgical conditions. He is also engaged in minimally inva-
sive fetoscopic interventions. In addition he has expertise in 
thoracic/chest surgery dealing with a wide range of complex 
problems in the lung and mediastinum (i.e. CPAM, seques-
trations, tumors, etc.). He also had particular expertise with 
complex biliary and liver surgery such as tumors and biliary 
and portal vein obstruction. After 20 years, he has completed 
more than 10,000 surgeries.

As part of the vascular interventional radiology faculty, Dr. 
Jarboe is trained in vascular, urological, gastrointestinal and 
hepatobiliary interventions. He has had further training in 
pediatric interventional radiology which is where his clinical 
focus lies within the interventional radiology division.

Dr. Jarboe earned a bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Illinois where he also ran on the track and cross country 
teams. Dr. Jarboe earned his degree in medicine at Harvard 
Medical School. He completed his surgical residency at the 
University of Cincinnati before going to the University of 
Michigan where he completed fellowships in both pediatric 
surgery and interventional radiology. He is board certified in 
pediatric surgery and general surgery.

Dr. Jarboe’s parents, Marla and Jerry Jarboe, continue to live 
in Washington. He is married to his wife Sarah and they have 
three children ages 11, 9 and 7.

Dr. Vercler Dr. Jarboe
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OFFICE RESTORATION

Work at 128 Washington Square is moving right along! 
To date, work crews have moved much of the vent-
ing systems that were running down the middle of the 

upstairs ceiling. We have moved those pipes to the outside of 
the space to make it possible to raise the ceiling height through 
the middle as high as possible. Our electric contractor has updat-
ed the electric panels and wiring to modern specifications. Next 
steps include re-covering the ceiling, updating the bathrooms to 
be ADA accessible, and finishing the walls. Once all the other 
work has been completed, we will remove the old underlayment 
that was under the carpeted floor in order to refinish the original 
hardwood floors that are still in place upstairs.

The Historical Society takes 
very seriously our re-
sponsibility for stew-
ardship of this beautiful 
historic building, and 
we very much look for-
ward to welcoming the 
public inside our newly 
finished space once work 
has been completed.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Thank you to all of you who have already made a contribution to our Capital Campaign to restore and renovate 128 
Washington Square! To date, we have received over $55,000 from 99 contributors. We are well on our way to achiev-
ing our goal of $75,000 in donations. If you have not yet had an opportunity to make a contribution, please consider 

doing so now! The contribution form is below. We would love to count you as one of our financial supporters!

WE GOT A GRANT!
The Historical Society sought 
and was awarded grant funds 
from Landmarks Illinois 
through its Preservation Her-
itage Fund grant program to 
help restore our building at 
128 Washington Square. The 
grant totals $2,500 and will be 
paid upon completion of the 
project.

Landmarks Illinois is a non-
profit organization that was 
founded in 1971 “to preserve, 
protect, and promote architec-
tural and historic resources in 
Illinois through advocacy and 
education.” They have a $2.3 
million annual budget and a 
32-member board of directors. 
We are very grateful for their 
support of the Historical Soci-
ety and our efforts to protect 
our beautiful building on the 
square.
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VOLUNTEERS 
 NEEDED

The Historical Society 
is in need of a couple 
friendly, artistic people 
to help with face paint-
ing at Autumn Fest on the 
Square. Autumn Fest is 
Saturday, September 25 
from 4:30 – 8:00 p.m. and 
we will be set up in front 
of our building. Please 
contact Melissa at (773) 
425-0499 or mbheil@
mtco.com if you would 
be willing to help with 
face painting for an hour 
or two. 

Thank you!

ASK THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
I’ve Always Wondered About….  
that round brick silo on the Metamora Blacktop.

What is the history there?

The silo is on land that was owned by Peter Esch in 
the early 1900s. In the mid-1920s, he built the silo. He 
originally intended the barn to be taller but set aside 
some of the bricks to build a garage, instead. The silo 
was not engineered properly, and the ventilation was not 
adequate so anything put inside would get moldy and 
be unsafe for consumption, rendering it useless. A few 
years after the silo was built, Peter Esch sold that farm 
to Peter Springer and moved into the city of Washing-
ton. And thus, it has sat all of this time. It has become 
quite the stopping point for wedding and prom pictures, 
according to the current owner, who says the silo is in 
very poor shape and needs immediate attention or it 
won’t be salvageable.

         WHS IS BRINGING ANOTHER 
              MURAL TO WASHINGTON

The Washington Historical Society, in conjunction with private donors, is happy to 
announce that we are bringing another historically-themed mural to Washington! 
This time, the mural will be painted on the west-facing wall of 104 S. Washington 

Square. We have engaged Anat Ronen, one of the Walldogs painters who worked on our 
William Holland mural last year, to come to town to paint this mural. She will be here 
for 10 days starting around September 12, and though we aren’t planning any public 
events for her residency, we do invite the public to bring a lawn chair and watch her 
paint while she’s here. Those who spent time watching the mural being created last year 
recall that it is a thoroughly entertaining and completely fascinating process to watch. 

The theme of this year’s mural will focus on Washington’s history of having a bandstand 
on the square. To read more about our past bandstands, see the article on the Page 7.

The Historical Society will gladly and gratefully accept donations to help cover the cost 
of the mural and artist-related expenses for the duration of her stay in Washington. If 
you wish to make a donation for the mural, please send it to:

Washington Historical Society, P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571

We are very excited to be able to bring another educational and beautiful mural to Wash-
ington and are grateful to our donors for their support of this project. We hope the mural 
will be a positive addition to our downtown square for many, many years to come.
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THE MYSTERIOUS CASE OF CHARLES SCOTT (1858-1880)
By Kit Zinser

The questions: Was there rancor between the brothers over a woman? Could 
one person dispose of a strong, healthy man? Why was the well on the family 
farm chosen as Charles’ final resting place? 

Background: Randolph Scott was a well-known figure on the Underground Railroad 
scene in Washington. At one point, he and George Kern were held on charges of 
aiding and abetting the escape of slaves. A seasoned Abraham Lincoln defended the 
men at the trial in Pekin, Illinois. Scott was an astute businessman, and the family 
home reflected his successes. As a father and fierce protector of his brood, Scott 
instilled the values of hard work, self-respect and honesty. These attributes come 
into question later. 

The murky and sometimes convoluted facts: On a hot July morning in 1880, 22-year-
old Charles Scott left his home located about three miles southeast of Washington. 
Robert Davis, agent at the ticket office for C. B. and Q. line sold him a ticket, but he 
cannot vouch for his whereabouts after that time. No friends remember seeing him 
on the train headed to Peoria. One report stated Charles had a large sum of money 
as he left home that morning. Conversely, his father stated he had approximately 
$17.00. All trace of young Charles Scott was soon lost. In November of 1880, the whereabouts of Charles was no longer a 
mystery. It seems that “some members of the family” were out in the pasture and ran across an old-fashioned well (the type 
boarded on four sides whereby water is drawn using a bucket and rope.) The well had not been utilized for two years and was 
covered with wooden planks and weighted down with logs. Curiosity ensued, and upon removal of the covering, a “ghostly 
spectacle” presented itself. Not a single distinctive feature was evident. Randolph Scott notified Lewis Tobias, Justice of the 
Peace, that remains of an unknown man had been discovered on his property. Coroner Warren arrived on scene, and through 
clothing and articles, it was obvious young Scott had been found. A pocketbook opened in the presence of spectators proved 
to be empty. The trouser pockets were devoid of any identification. The shirt was a mass of clotted blood. On his right side 
over the short ribs, a “fresh” gash of three to four inches with two or three other stab wounds was evident. An inquest result-
ed in no definite conclusion. Some thought his death was suicide; others knew it was implausible for him to drown himself 
and then cover the well. An additional line of reason held that one person could not convey the body to the well.

State’s Attorney Reardon could not come to an equitable conclusion, but that office presumed that Kirk and Will Scott (here-
tofore unmentioned as participants in this mystery) knew more of their brother’s demise than they were willing to reveal. In 
December of 1880, Randolph Scott, Governor Cullom and others authorized a reward of $1000.00 for the person or persons 
involved in the quietus of Charles. Charles’s father declared he would spare neither time nor money to ferret out the guilty 
parties, whoever they may be, and bring the criminals to justice. 

An interesting aside is that in January of 1881, a young man, Mr. Allen, formerly of Normal, Illinois, came to Washington 
on special detective business. That business was to find the murderer of Charles Scott. He had a “good gun” which local au-
thorities removed from his person. Mr. Allen “talks incessantly and buttonholes each person he meets.” General consensus 
is that the young man is demented, “evidently a trifle out of balance mentally.” Nothing came of Mr. Allen’s investigation. 

The case was allowed to languish, but suspicion rested on Lincoln Scott, an older brother. Subsequently, Constable Jeffries 
arrested Lincoln. Even though J. Randolph Scott stridently offered a reward, J. Randolph obtained through counsel a Writ of 
Habeas Corpus against Constable Jeffries as to whether Lincoln had been properly detained. If guilt should fall upon his son 
in the future, the father was now attempting to shield his son from a murder charge. For some indefinable reason, no grand 
jury brought a true bill of indictment against Lincoln Scott. Strangely, in 1908, the Pekin page of the Star mentioned that 
Lincoln R. Scott of Denver, Colorado, formerly Washington, Illinois, was in the city recently looking up data concerning the 
murder of his brother, Charles Scott. 

The case remains unsolved.



NEW MEMBERS

We are thrilled to wel-
come the following new 
members who have joined 
the Society in 2021:

• John Bearce
• Holly Bour
• Keesa Brown
• Brunk’s Sporting 

Goods
• Julie Christian
• Helen Fecske
• Douglas and Rebecca 

Foster
• Amy and Kyle  

Freeman
• Cindy and Jerry  

Hamilton
• Kelly and Marc  

Hornberger
• Mary and Jay  

Houvenagle
• Steve and Carolyn 

Hullcranz
• Dawn Hutsebaut
• Dan Karlinski
• Bill and Judy Kreeger
• Susan and Joseph 

LaHood
• Mariann Maxheimer
• Mary McSweeney
• Joe Miller
• Evan Montgomery
• Kim and Dan Phillips
• Clint Reed
• Nancy Reed
• Curt and Brandy 

Reynolds
• Lindsey Semonski
• Julie and Tom Smith
• Tom and Beverly 

Standish
• Brad and Reta  

Swearingen
• Steven Wagner
• Dave Weaver

September 2021 WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Help the Washington Historical Society 
Remember: an easy way to help support the mission of the Washington Historical 
Society is to designate us as your preferred beneficiary through Amazon Smile and 
Kroger Community Rewards. Both of those programs send money back to your 
designated charity based on your everyday purchases. To select the Washington 
Historical Society as your preferred beneficiary for Kroger, please go to: https://
www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards, and for Amazon, please go to: 
https://smile.amazon.com. Every dollar helps!

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS

We appreciate ALL of our members, but this month, we’d like to especially thank our 
BUSINESS members! Many of these businesses have supported the Historical Society for 
years, and we are incredibly grateful for that support. We know our members like to shop 
local, so when you pop into these businesses, feel free to pass along your gratitude for their 
support of the Historical Society!

• Washington Chamber of Commerce
• Washington District Library
• Washington Township
• City of Washington
• Washington Township Road
• Brunks Sporting Goods
• J. Brian Heller, P.C.
• Step Back in Time



A HISTORY OF THE WASHINGTON BANDSTAND 

In 1879, city council-
man Ernest Rapp pro-
posed the construc-

tion of a bandstand in the 
center of the city square 
for use by the Cornet 
Band, and his motion 
failed.  Fast forward to 
June of 1885 and the first 
bandstand was construct-
ed on the square at a cost 
of around $100, which 
today would be roughly 
$3000.  This bandstand 
was constructed on the 
east side of the center of 
the square. That original 
simple bandstand held 
its own for around fifteen 
years, but around the 
turn of the century a new 
wood frame bandstand 
was built in the dead cen-
ter of the square, most 
likely to shroud the well 
that had been tapped for 
water.  It was taller and 
the band platform was 
raised, presumably to 
cover the well’s pumps.    

In 1926, a third version 
of the bandstand, a brick 
structure, was construct-
ed on the same center spot.  Charles Carlson received the contract for the construction with 
Walter Vogelsang doing some of the brickwork.  It was a lower structure, yet still hiding the 
well pumps from view.  This is the bandstand that lives on in the minds of more seasoned 
Washingtonians, as it existed for over thirty years. 

By 1955, a burgeoning town caused most concerts to be moved off the Square. A lack of 
parking caused congestion and the bandstand had become too small for the band.  The town 
had seemingly outgrown the bandstand.  By 1959 the City was looking for options.  With 
every renovation plan being considered too expensive, and the water well on the square 
being capped with a new well being dug behind what is now the Washington Police Station, 
the bandstand met its final demise in July of 1959. 

Within a short time, the Town & Country Garden Club grabbed the wheel and was the driv-
ing force behind the installation of the fountain in the middle of the Square.  The fountain, 
completed in 1963, still exists to this day.
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HISTORICAL 
RESEARCH 
FROM HOME

                The Historical Society’s ar-
chivist, John Stromberger, 
has been busy digitizing our 
historic records this sum-
mer, and the result of his 
hard work is that now YOU 
can access some of our col-
lection from home! Go to 
www.washingtonilhs.com/
research/ to find copies of 
documents going back to the 
1800’s. You will also find a 
link to our YouTube channel 
where you can watch new 
videos that chronicle events 
in Washington’s history, as 
well as videos of past pre-
sentations done by the His-
torical Society. We are so 
excited to be able to make 
our collection more accessi-
ble to everyone!
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