
ROOTS AWARD PRESENTATIONS

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! We are pleased to announce 
that this year’s Roots recipients– Dr. Marcus Jarboe and Dr. 
Christian Vercler, will be in town to provide a joint presen-
tation on January 22, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. Their presentation 
will focus on their work, their career path, and growing up in 
Washington. Dr. Vercler and Dr. Jarboe have very interest-
ing careers and their presentation will be a treat for us! The 
presentation is free and open to Historical Society members 
and the public.  

We are so proud to call Dr. Vercler and Dr. Jarboe two of 
our own and extend our profound thanks for all that they are 
doing in the world.
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ASK THE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

OFFICE  
OPEN HOUSE-  
NOVEMBER 27
Please join us for an Open 
House at our new office on the 
square. We will have refresh-
ments and be available for 
tours on Saturday, November 
27 from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. As 
an added bonus, one of our 
Roots recipients, Dr. Chris-
tian Vercler, will be at the 
Open House and is hoping to 
see many old and new friends 
while there. 

November 27 happens to be 
Small Business Saturday, so 
we encourage everyone to 
support our neighbors on the 
square with some local shop-
ping before you join us at the 
Open House.

 

Tour	  Checklist	  
___	  	  The	  Blumenshine	  House	  -‐	  9	  Bishops	  Ct.	  

___	  	  The	  Bour	  House	  –	  601	  Victoria	  Dr.	  

___	  	  The	  Larson	  house	  –	  202	  South	  Market	  St..	  

___	  	  The	  Nieukirk	  House	  –	  611	  North	  Main	  St.	  

___	  	  The	  Pauli	  House	  -‐	  5	  Wisteria	  Way	  

___	  	  The	  Zinser	  House	  -‐	  105	  Zinser	  Place	  

DINE FOR HISTORY
Denharts and Blacksmith Steakhouse 
will donate 10% of their pre-tax sales 

on the DAY OF THE TOUR  
to the Washington Historical Society 

Open 7-2 Tuesday – Saturday 
Sunday 9-2  • Closed Monday 

309 444-2200 

Open 4-9 Monday – Saturday 
Closed Sunday 
309 444-5111 

101 Washington Square 

Washington Historical Society’s 
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NEW TENANT ON  
MAIN FLOOR

We at the Historical Society 
are thrilled to have a retail 
tenant for our main floor! 
Wishing Star Boutique has 
been in Washington for 2 
years, and starting Novem-
ber 1, just moved around the 
corner from their previous lo-
cation to take up residence in 
128 Washington Square. We 
welcome Wishing Star and 
hope we can be neighbors for 
many years to come. 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Thank you to all of you who have already made a contribution to our Capital Campaign to restore and renovate 128 
Washington Square! To date, we have received over $55,000 from 99 contributors. We are well on our way to achiev-
ing our goal of $75,000 in donations. If you have not yet had an opportunity to make a contribution, please consider 

doing so now! The contribution form is below. We would love to count you as one of our financial supporters!

OFFICE  
RESTORATION
We’re nearly there! Most 

work has been completed at our building. Though we have not yet refinished 
the hardwood floors on the second level, and obviously, work is never done in 
a building that was built in 1897, we are thrilled with the work that we have ac-
complished so far and are happy to be settling into our new space. Once again, 
we thank everyone who helped make this dream a reality, including donors to 
our capital campaign, current and former Historical Society members, and all 
the workers who so lovingly helped with the construction work. This building 
belongs to Washington….to all of us….and we hope to see all of you inside it 
soon. We have new memories to make at 128 Washington Square!
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MURAL WRAP UP
The new mural featuring 
Washington’s bandstand is 
complete! We hope it will be a 
beautiful addition to Washing-
ton’s square for many years to 
come!

Many people played a part 
in making the mural happen. 
We want to again thank our 
donors whose financial sup-
port made the mural possi-
ble. There were many, many 
other people who helped in large and 
small ways to make the mural possible, but we especially would like to thank 
the Town and Country Garden Club for their generous donation toward the project, and Leri Slonneger and 
Fred Joos for all that they did to help. They are “Yes” people, as in “yes, of course we can help,” and for that we are grateful.

The theme of the mural focuses on Washington’s history of having a bandstand on the square. There have been three band-
stands on the Washington square over the years: the first was built in 1895 on the east side of the center of the square at a 
cost of around $100, which today would be roughly $3,000. That simple bandstand was replaced in 1900 with a new wood 
frame bandstand which remained on the square until a 3rd bandstand was built in 1926. That third, slightly larger, brick 
bandstand remained in the park on the square until 1959. By that time, the bandstand had become too small for the municipal 
band and parking congestion caused most concerts to be held off the Square. The City removed the bandstand at that time, 
and the Town and Country Garden Club stepped in 1963 to build the fountain that remains in the center of the square today.

The mural is presented as a scrapbook page, where remembrances of the three bandstands are shown in three old photo-
graphs, each one showing a different era bandstand. The tulips shown are the Jumbo Cherry, which is the variety that the 
Town and Country Gardeners have sold as bulbs and planted around Washington for many years. 

ASK THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
I’ve Always Wondered About….  
Those cannonballs on the square. 

What is the history there?

The cannonballs on the square were procured thanks to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, a fraternal organization comprised of Civil War Veterans. Once a large 
contingent of Washingtonians, by the 1910s most had passed away. It is believed 
the cannonballs were added to the square around the turn of the 20th century. The 
original cannonballs were a complete 5-tier pyramid; unfortunately several have 
gone missing, leaving us with an incomplete 3-tier pile.

Did you know? The Grand Army of the Republic, or GAR, was formed in Decatur, 
Illinois shortly after the Civil War by Benjamin F. Stephenson. It was the larg-
est organization of Union veterans of the Civil War. The organization promoted 
comradeship among veterans, worked to increase pensions and assist war widows 
and orphans, and maintained homes for old soldiers. Membership in the staunchly 
Republican organization peaked at more than 409,000 in 1890. The last member 
died in 1955, and the GAR was discontinued in 1956. – from GAR Posts (illinois-
civilwar.org)
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MARY KERR 
On September 19th the community of 
Washington and the Washington His-
torical Society lost Mary Catherine 
Crabb Kerr  - a beloved friend, devoted 
grade school teacher, principal, histori-
an and author which are only a few of 
her countless contributions.  All of us 
looked to Mary for guidance and inspi-
ration to which she always responded 
in a kind, fun loving way.
Mary co-authored a book, Mary Lin-
coln’s Journey with her oldest grand-
daughter, Catherine, then a senior in 
high school.  She later wrote two ad-
ditional books:  Washington’s Home-
front and the POW’s and WWII Camp 
Ellis, a 2017 Illinois Historical Society 
award winner. 
She worked tirelessly and enthusiasti-
cally archiving at the Washington His-
torical Society office in every effort to 
keep Washington’s history living for 
generations to come.  She also devel-
oped the current grade school program, 
“Time Travels in Trunks”.  These pre-
sentations are given by volunteers who 

bring several trunks to the classroom 
each filled with relics from the past, 
such as antique kitchen and school 
supplies, toys and tools to help bring 
history alive for children in a fun way 
by guessing how these items were used 
years ago.  Some of these trunks are 
presented in assisted living homes, too, 
where the residents enjoy seeing pos-
sessions from their past.
Her love of education inspired Mary to 
create our annual Roots Award Recipi-
ent honoring a person who spent at least 
a portion of his/her childhood in Wash-
ington and attended our schools and 
who has made a significant contribu-
tion to science, government, art, sports 
or charitable work.  These recipients 
have made exceptional contributions 
to society through his/her profession 
and provide a local presentation about 
their amazing achievements affecting 
not only our community but often the 
world!
Then there is the Bicentennial Com-
mittee that Mary organized for the 
upcoming Washington Bicentennial 
celebration in 2025 in which she par-
ticipated as long as she was physically 
able.  Others are continuing this work 
until 2025, and it will be a successful 
celebration if everyone in the commu-
nity is involved in a wide range of ac-
tivities providing not only a celebration 
for our past 200 years, but a celebration 
for Washington’s future as well. 
Because of her deep appreciation for 
reading and writing, Mary always read 
to her grandchildren whom she adored.  

Now, Richard, her husband is continu-
ing to enjoy this tradition of reading 
daily via FaceTime across the miles 
with the youngest “grands” currently 
residing in Kazakhstan.
Mary left us too soon and before she 
had completed her work with the both 
of us by creating and writing an upcom-
ing dialogue between “Mary Lincoln 
and her sister, Elizabeth”, who lived 
together the last few years of Mary 
Lincoln’s life.  Mary had given thought 
to making this dialogue into a perfor-
mance possibly for a future Washing-
ton Historical Society program or a 
play for the upcoming Bicentennial 
celebration.  Could there possibly be 
more unfinished projects about which 
we don’t know?  Those who knew and 
loved Mary, as we did, can appreciate 
how deeply involved she was in Wash-
ington along with meaningful commit-
ments elsewhere! Mary will be forever 
missed!! 
In loving memory of our dear friend, 
Judy Gross and Paula Prutsman
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THE CHRISTMAS HOME TOUR IS BACK!
The Washington Historical Society is happy to again offer a popular, pre-holiday event for our community, the Christmas 
Home Tour. We missed seeing special homes last year, so we hope you will enjoy touring a variety of stops this year. The 
tour is Tuesday, December 14 from 1-4 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. 

•  Kevin and Melissa Sullivan are happy to share their ranch home built on the 
Royer family farm at the west end of Cruger Road where their children can 
enjoy the farm life with sheep, cats, and dogs.

•  The home of Bobby and Brooke Martin on Wisteria Way has recently 
been renovated even though it is fairly new. Enjoy their nutcrackers 
and pieces from their mothers and grandmothers.

•  On Autumn Ridge you can visit Eric and Stacey Shangraw in the home 
they rebuilt after a fire a few years ago. They incorporated rustic wood 
touches such as sliding barn doors and used exterior brick from the 
original structure. 

•  At Cana Event Venue, 104 S. Elm Street (the former Methodist Church), 
come see some of Washington’s creative decorating ideas through fes-
tive tablescapes. Each table will be decorated by a different Washing-
ton entertainer to provide inspiration for your own special occasions.

•  At 128 Washington Square members can tell you about the renovation 
in progress and offer refreshments. The Society on the second floor is 
accessible by elevator or stairs. 

This is our 35th annual Christmas tour. Pre-sale tickets are available for $17 at 
the Park District, Studio 901, Step Back in Time, Kimpling’s, and Homespun, 
or at www.washingtonilhs.com through PayPal. Tickets on the day of the tour 
will be $20 and will be sold ONLY at 128 Washington Square from 11:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

 

Tour	  Checklist	  
___	  	  The	  Blumenshine	  House	  -‐	  9	  Bishops	  Ct.	  

___	  	  The	  Bour	  House	  –	  601	  Victoria	  Dr.	  

___	  	  The	  Larson	  house	  –	  202	  South	  Market	  St..	  

___	  	  The	  Nieukirk	  House	  –	  611	  North	  Main	  St.	  

___	  	  The	  Pauli	  House	  -‐	  5	  Wisteria	  Way	  

___	  	  The	  Zinser	  House	  -‐	  105	  Zinser	  Place	  

DINE FOR HISTORY
Denharts and Blacksmith Steakhouse 
will donate 10% of their pre-tax sales 

on the DAY OF THE TOUR  
to the Washington Historical Society 

Open 7-2 Tuesday – Saturday 
Sunday 9-2  • Closed Monday 

309 444-2200 

Open 4-9 Monday – Saturday 
Closed Sunday 
309 444-5111 

101 Washington Square 

Washington Historical Society’s 

SHARE THE GIFT OF WASHINGTON 
THIS SEASON

The Washington Historical Society still has notecards, 
Christmas ornaments, and mugs that each feature parts 
of the 2020 Walldogs mural. These items are available 
at Define the Home or can be ordered by contacting the 
WHS at washingtonilhs@gmail.com. All proceeds bene-
fit the Washington Historical Society.

MUGS
$10

PACK OF 10 
NOTECARDS

$12

CHRISTMAS 
ORNAMENTS

$12
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In this time with Covid vaccinations on 
our minds, who remembers the polio 
vaccinations? Polio is actually thought 
to have been around for thousands of 
years. An Egyptian carving dating 
about 1400 BC shows a young man 
with a deformed leg.

The first documented case in the Unit-
ed States was in Vermont. In 1894, 142 
cases of prominent paralysis were re-
ported. President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt contracted polio in 1921.

In the late 1940’s, Polio outbreaks were 
more frequent. It is 
reported that 35,000 
people were disabled 
each year. Parents 
were afraid to let their 
children play outside 
in the summer when 
it seemed to be more 
frequent. Travel and 
commerce between 
affected cities was oc-
casionally restricted.

The city of Washing-
ton rallied to sponsor 
activities to aid the 
March of Dimes to 
help raise funds to 
pay for vaccinations. 
On January 25, 1955 
the Washington Par-
ent-Teacher Associa-
tion held a program of 
entertainment in the 
Washington Grade 
School gymnasium. 
Admission was free 
but contributions 
were taken during in-
termission for the March of Dimes. The 
program included instrumental and vo-
cal selections by the Washington High 
School band and Washington Grade 
School students as young as second 
grade.

In February, 1955 an issue of the Re-
porter had a feature entitled, ‘Po-
lio Vaccine Answer Scheduled this 
Spring.’ “The annual March of Dimes 
opened this week with a sober note of 
caution from Basil O’Connor, pres-
ident of the National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis. Pointing out that 
‘we still do not know if the trial polio 
vaccine has prevented one case of para-
lytic polio.’ Twenty-seven laboratories 
are processing and testing some 40,000 
blood samples taken from participat-
ing children to determine the amount 

of protective antibodies against polio 
present in their bloodstreams. The Na-
tional Foundation already has taken a 
calculated financial risk by obligating 
$9,000,000 in 1955 March of Dimes 
funds for the manufacture, this win-

ter, of additional vaccine. This was 
done so that enough of it to vaccinate 
9,000,000 persons will be ready in the 
spring without charge for the product. 
The purpose was to make some vaccine 
available immediately, if licensed, and 
to keep manufacturing facilities tooled 
up for continued production.”

In an interview with International 
News Service, Dr. Salk (Jonas) ex-
plained “The key to the new findings 
is the fact that it takes a polio virus 12 
days from the time it enters the body 
to reach the nerves where it causes 
paralysis. A good vaccine sets up anti-
bodies—chemical soldiers in the blood 
stream—that can intercept polio virus-
es before they reach our nerves. Our 
new studies indicate that the vacci-
nated child may have the capacity, for 
long periods or perhaps for the rest of 
his life, to pour out polio-fighting an-
tibodies.”

Washington Grade School’s talent 
shows continued January 30, 1956 
with the Parent-Teacher Association 
again raising money. It was called 
Polio Net Tilt Monday with $110 col-
lected. The Washington Square Dance 
Club raised $132 for the local March 
of Dimes.

Local businessman Alvin A. Jording’s 
insurance company offered polio in-
surance in 1956. A two-year plan cost 
$10.00 and paid expenses up to $5,000 
if the insured contracted polio.

Washington never wavered in their 
commitment to their town and their 

“I remember going up to the old city 
building on the square to get my polio 
vaccine. There was a line and people 

were excited about getting their vaccine. 
I got mine as a sugar cube, and as a kid, 

I thought that was pretty great!”  
Dean Essig

THE TERROR OF THE EARLY 1900s – POLIO
By Karen Ghighi



country. Events continued to raise 
money. On March 8, 1956, the Square 
Dance Club brought in callers for their 
event from Carlock, Pekin, Peoria and 
Pleasant Hill. A donation of $132 was 
presented to George Rinkenberger, 
the Washington Township March of 
Dimes Chairman.

The severity of Polio was brought 
home to the hearts of residents when 
four-year old John Patrick LaVert died 
of the disease. He was stricken in De-
cember 1955 and died March 19, 1956.

By mid-October 1956, it was reported 
that fewer than half of the 97,000,000 
Americans had started the prescribed 
three inoculation course. The vulnera-
ble age group was considered to be six 
months to thirty-five years.

The Tazewell County Reporter January 
3, 1957 edition highlighted the March 
of Dimes cry to, “Let’s Finish the 
Fight.” Washington’s March of Dimes 
along with local businesses urged con-
tinued support. Businesses put out coin 
containers shaped to look like an iron 
lung. A poster featured a young girl 
walking with crutches pleading, “Re-
member Me.”

1957 ushered in more 
Washington events 
and contributions to 
the Township March of 
Dimes. George Rinken-
berger reported the 
campaign netted a total 
of $1,335 in donations. 
Among them were the 
Sunnyland Porch Light 
Campaign, Washington 
Square Dance Club, Par-
ent-Teacher Association 
talent night, Washington 
Community High School 
interclass basketball, Mrs. 
Kiley, Columbia School, 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
American Legion auxilia-
ry, Girl Scout Troop #174, 
Philathea class, Woman’s 
Club and Hopewell Home Bu-
reau.

Twenty years after the vaccine 
was developed mainly through 
private labs, Polio was large-
ly eradicated in the U.S. Today 
it remains endemic only in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan according 
to Rotary International.
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My remembrances of receiving  
the polio vaccine

I don’t think that I was in school 
yet when I received the polio 

vaccine, but I was old enough to 
have vivid memories of the day. 

My entire family packed in the car 
and went downtown to the City 

Building. Being one of 8 kids born 
in years 1953 to 1963, we didn’t 
often go many places together 

other than to visit relatives. It was 
a cold day and we were bundled 
up in case we needed to wait out-
side in a line. I remembered being 
excited because I had wanted to 
go up the stairway into the City 
Building to see what was inside. 

We walked into a large room with 
a stage in the back and were divid-
ed into at least 2 groups. The ba-
bies were placed on the stage and 
the I was in a group that walked in 
a line up to a table with pink sugar 
cubes containing the vaccine. I re-
ceived my sugar cube and thought 
it was candy never having had a 
sugar cube before. Of course, I 

asked if I could have another one. 
This was memorable but I can still 

picture the babies on the stage. 
One of the babies had to be a little 
brother or sister. They were all in 

their snowsuits, red-faced, and 
squealing. I was sure they were 

hurting the babies because of all 
the commotion. I remember that 
I was so concerned that I asked 

one of my parents what they were 
doing to the babies. I was told 

they were getting the vaccine by a 
dropper in their mouth. I remem-

ber feeling lucky that I got mine in 
a sugar cube.

Rita (Miller) Ernst



PO Box 54 
Washington, IL 61571

(309) 444-4793

Help the Washington Historical Society 
Remember: an easy way to help support the mission of the Washington Historical Society is to designate us as 
your preferred beneficiary through Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards. Both of those programs 
send money back to your designated charity based on your everyday purchases. To select the Washington 
Historical Society as your preferred beneficiary for Kroger, please go to: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/
community-rewards, and for Amazon, please go to: https://smile.amazon.com. Every dollar helps!

doing BIG things 

in Washington


