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ANNUAL MEETING

It is once again time for the an-
nual meeting of the WHS. Please 
mark your calendar for Monday, 

April 25 at 7:00 p.m. We are thrilled 
to be able to once again gather to-
gether in person for this year’s an-
nual meeting! Not only will we be 
getting back together, we will gather 
for our first annual meeting in our 

new headquarters at 128 Washington 
Square. We hope to see many of our 
members at this special event.

Following this year’s regular busi-
ness meeting, historian Karen Smith 
will give a presentation about the 
changes in Illinois that led to the 
rise of the Abolitionist Movement 
in Tazewell County. Karen has 
conducted independent, original 

research on the abolition-
ist movement and under-
ground railroad as it existed 
in and around Washington. 
We are thrilled to be able 
to offer this program in 
conjunction with the April 
24 Underground Railroad 
event at Five Points. Are 
you interested in learning 
more in-depth information 
about activities in Tazewell 
County prior to emanci-
pation? This will be your 
week!

Our presenter on the 25th, 
Karen Smith, is an Illinois 
native who grew up on a 
farm west of Springfield. 
She is a graduate of SIU-C 
and the University of Il-

linois with a background in educa-
tion and library science. She and her 
husband moved to Washington in 
2011. Karen retired in 2013 from the 
College of Education at the Univer-
sity of Illinois. Her love of history 
has led her to volunteer with other 
retired teachers in the Historical So-
ciety’s Time Travels in Trunks pro-
gram in our local schools.
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Washington resident Karen 
Smith will present a program 
at the Washington Historical 

Society annual meeting in April. She 
will highlight changes in Tazewell Coun-
ty and Illinois that led to local residents 
joining the Abolitionists Movement be-
fore the Civil War. These everyday peo-
ple aided enslaved individuals escape to 
freedom by using the Underground Rail-
road.
For a little background, the French 
brought the first slaves to their settlement 
of St. Philip near Kaskaskia in 1719. 
There were around 900 slaves in the Illi-
nois territory in 1763 when France ceded 
the land to England. England did not in-
terfere over the issue of slavery while rul-
ing the area northwest of the Ohio River. 
By the end of the American Revolution, 
slavery was well established in certain 
areas of the Illinois territory as it came 
under the control of the United States. 
Early settlers came from Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, and Virginia bringing Southern 
sympathies as they crossed the Ohio Riv-
er and settled in the southern regions of 
the state. A smaller number brought en-
slaved persons and indentured servants. 
When Illinois became a Free state in 
1818 the issue of slavery was a hot top-
ic. Governor St. Clair, Illinois’ first gov-
ernor and several others who succeeded 
him, basically interpreted the phrase in 
our constitution that “slavery could not 
be introduced” as you could keep what 
you already had, but you couldn’t bring 
any more into the state. Additionally, you 
could keep your indentured servants until 
their indenture was served. In the 1845 
Census, over 5,000 enslaved persons 
lived in Illinois. Enslaved individuals and 
indentured servants worked in the salt 
works in several southern Illinois coun-
ties and in the lead mines around Galena. 
The decades between 1818 and the begin-
ning of the Civil War were an exciting pe-

riod for Illinoisans and for the rest of our 
country. The presentation will highlight 
some of the major events, inventions, and 
movements impacting residents of Taze-
well County that led ordinary citizens 
such as J. Randolph Scott, Josiah & Levi 
Matthews, and Uriah Cosby to become 
involved in the Abolitionist Movement. 
They were willing to risk bodily harm, 
imprisonment, and huge fines in order to 
help fugitive slaves gain their freedom.
One of the major events that enraged Ab-
olitionists throughout the country and led 
to the establishment of abolitionist soci-
eties in Illinois was the killing of Elijah 
P. Lovejoy by an angry, pro-slavery mob 
in Alton in 1837. Lovejoy was a Pres-
byterian minister, newspaper editor, and 
abolitionist who died while defending his 
right to print antislavery material during 
the period leading up to the Civil War. 
Wendell Phillips, a leading Abolition-
ist, compared Lovejoy’s courage to that 
of the revolutionary patriots who were 
ready to die as they protested unfair taxes 
and laws that touched their pocketbooks. 

Lovejoy, at age 34, died for a great prin-
ciple - to say and write what he believed 
were the wrongs of slavery. 
Handouts at the meeting will show the 
main routes of the Underground Rail-
road through Illinois with the one that 
led through Tazewell County as well as 
a handout of a number of residents of 
the area who served as conductors and 
others who helped. Ms. Smith will pro-
vide several accounts of the creative 
and “quick thinking” examples of these 
early Tazewell County residents as they 
sought to outsmart bounty hunters and 
slave catchers. One example of their 
creativity: Three fugitive slaves arrived 
at Josiah Matthews’ house one night. 
Josiah and his family knew their home 
was being watched too closely for him 
to use his wagon to move them to their 
next location. They whitened the faces 
of the fugitives with flour and later in the 
evening Matthews’ son took them out in 
the woods supposedly coon hunting. Any 
bounty hunters in the area were fooled 
and the three continued to their freedom. 

ANNUAL MEETING PRESENTATION ON THE ABOLITIONIST  
MOVEMENT IN TAZEWELL COUNTY

page
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TAZEWELL COUNTY  
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 
CONDUCTOR RECOGNITION 
EVENT

On April 24th at 2:00 p.m., the fifth and fi-
nal in a planned series of public recogni-
tion events will take place for individuals 

who had served as Conductors of the Under-
ground Railroad through Tazewell County. The 
program will take place at Five Points and will 
honor and celebrate George Kern of rural Meta-
mora, James Patterson Scott of Washington, and 
John Randolph Scott of Washington. The event 
will mark the 175th anniversary of the arrest and 
trial of George Kern and John Randolph Scott 
for harboring runaway slaves. Abraham Lincoln 
served as their defense attorney, the last trial he 
took as an attorney involving slavery.

An estimated 800 enslaved individuals passed 
through Tazewell County via the Underground 
Railroad on their pathway to freedom. This event 
will honor the heroic efforts of the Washington 
area residents who helped make it possible. 

The keynote speaker will be Daniel Worthing-
ton of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Li-
brary. Other speakers will include Washington 
Mayor Gary Manier, Pastor Marvin Hightower 
of the NAACP, Susan Rynerson of the Tazewell 
County Genealogical and Historical Society, and 
Tazewell County Clerk John C. Ackerman. The 
renowned Heritage Ensemble from Peoria will 
perform a free concert following the public ad-
dresses.

The event is being hosted by the Tazewell Coun-
ty Genealogical and Historical Society, NAACP 
Peoria Branch, the Washington Historical So-
ciety, and Tazewell County Clerk John C. Ack-
erman. The public is invited to attend this free 
event.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We have all changed and been affected by the pandemic. The 
Washington Historical Society is no different. We have under-
gone many changes in the last two years. Accordingly, some of 
the volunteer needs we had before the pandemic have gone away, 
but new ones have been added. We would love to update our list 
of volunteers to match our current needs. Please review the areas 
listed below and let us know if you have any interest in occasion-
ally helping us out with any of them. This is not a binding com-
mitment to help every time we reach out! Rather, when we reach 
out to our volunteers when we have a need, you will always have 
the option to decline or to help if you are available. We hope you 
will consider becoming part of our team!

•  Education Presenter – Help with our Time Travels in 
Trunks programs in the schools, assist with historic walk-
ing tours and other educational program help as needed

•  Research – We are always on the lookout for new re-
search papers. If you like history, we’d love to have you 
share your research and writing talents with us to research 
historic topics or to help preserve today’s stories that will 
be tomorrow’s history.

•  Displays – We periodically change the displays at our 
headquarters and would appreciate assistance with physi-
cally setting up and preparing the displays.

•  Events – We always need help making our events hap-
pen. This could include “house sitters” for our Christmas 
House Tour, bakers who make cookies for events, Garden 
Walk ticket takers, setting up for presentations at our head-
quarters, or other general assistance at our other events.

•  Building Maintenance – We would love to have help 
with basic light cleaning and maintenance of our building. 
This could be done on a regular or as-needed basis.

To become one of our volunteers, please send an email to  
washingtonilhs@gmail.com  

and provide us your name, contact information, and the area / 
areas of volunteer service that most interest you
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THE CIVIL WAR HIT 
HOME IN WASHINGTON  
By Karen Ghighi

April 12, 1861. Just one month after 
Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated, the 
Confederate Forces attacked the Union 
at Fort Sumter and the American Civil 
War began. Slavery was the core cause. 
The end came when Confederate Gen-
eral Lee surrendered April 9, 1865 to 
Union General Grant at the Battle of Ap-
pomottox Court House.
As men from Northern towns rose to 
fight, Washington, Illinois was repre-
sented in the ranks of brave men. They 
were farmers, laborers, clerks, watch-
men, brakemen, barrel makers, teachers, 
justice of the peace, druggist and physi-
cian among them.
The Washington Historical Society is 
fortunate and honored to have copies of 
diaries and letters of some of our Civil 
War soldiers. Samuel C. Zinser age 24, a 
harness maker, served in the 47th Infan-
try Co. B. His brother Solomon age 31, 
a teacher, served in the 86th Infantry Co. 
G. Another brother Israel, a farmer aged 
20, served in the 155th Infantry Co. D.
Samuel enlisted in August 1861 in Co. 
B of the 47th IL Infantry. He was dis-
charged in 1864. Among the battles he 
participated in were the capture of Tip-
tonville, Siege of Corinth, the Battle of 
Iuka, the Siege of Vicksburg, the Red 
River Campaign, and expeditions to Me-
chanicsburg and Richmond, Louisiana.
Many of his letters were written to 
Elizabeth Means who he knew before 
enlisting. Love flourishes even during 
war. His greetings went from Much 
Esteemed Friend Lizzie in 1862 to Es-
teemed Friend Lizzie in 1863, then My 
Dear Lizzie. By July 1864, the greeting 
was Dearest Lizzie. Samuel and Eliza-
beth Means were married May 16, 1865, 
one month after Appomattox.
In a letter written to Lizzie from Camp 
Benton, Missouri on September 29, 
1861, he wrote, “Although the future 
looks dark and gloomy and the tempes-
tuous waves of disunion threaten the de-

struction of our once tranquil and happy 
government, yet let us trust in Him who 
ruleth the destinies of nations that He 
will not forsake those who are engaged 
in the righteous cause.”
March 10, 1862, Samuel wrote Lizzie 
from Point Pleasant, MO. “After we left 
Commerce, we went to Benton and en-
camped there for a few days when we 
started for New Madrid the 1st and ar-
rived at the above named place on the 
3rd at about 1 P.M. It would be well 
enough to state however, that we did not 
arrive at New Madrid at all as they (reb-
els) commenced shelling us when we got 
within 2 ½ mi. of the place. Our General 
deemed it inexpedient to make an attack 
as we did not know the enemy strength; 
neither had we any artillery to compete 
with their gun boats. Judging from the 
size of one of the shells that dropped 
close by us, they must have guns of a 
large caliber. We were ordered back out 
of range of the enemy bullets and en-
camped for the night. They threw shell 
at us for an hour and a half perhaps and 
wounded one of the advance guard Cav-
alry man in the arm, and killed one poor 
fellow in the Thirty Ninth Ohio Reg. In-
fantry. This is all the damage they done 
to us that day.”
According to Washington News, Jan 2, 
1902 Solomon Zinser’s obituary cred-
ited him with being a gallant soldier in 
the War of the Rebellion. He served in 
the 86th as 1st Lieutenant and participat-
ed in the battles of Perryville, Chicka-
mauga, Mission Ridge, and Kennesaw 
Mountain. He served with General Sher-
man. He was wounded in Bentonville, 
N.C. but rejoined his regiment.
George Ferner, a farmer aged 20, served 
in the 86th Infantry Company G from 
August 1862 to June 1865. He was pro-
moted to Corporal on July 1, 1864 and 
was wounded at Kennesaw Mountain. 
He participated in thirteen engagements.
In a letter to his sister Mary dated June 
14, 1864, he wrote from camp by the 
railroad, Ackworth,  GA. “I have but a 
few minutes time to write to you a few 
lines before the mail leaves. I will in-
form you that I am still tolerably well 

and unharmed. Hope when you receive 
this it will find you all in the same bless-
ings. We took up the present position 
last Sat eve and entrenched here, con-
tinually skirmishing in our front. The 
enemy held a strong position on a high 
mountain in front of us. The mountain 
is called the Lost Mt. There has been no 
fighting for the last ten days. We have 
been reinforced again and the intention 
is to flank the enemy out of their strong 
position. We have the cars running up to 
us within a mile of the skirmish line. We 
have a great deal of rain for the last two 
days and is very muddy. I have not re-
ceived any letter from home since I got 
yours. Yesterday I saw Sol Farner in the 
27th Ohio. He was a pretty wild boy. I 
have to close, I have no more time. My 
love to you all and inquiring friends. 
Write soon.”
On January 17, 1865, George wrote his 
father. “Your letter of the third of Janu-
ary was kindly received on Sunday last 
and read with great pleasure and sat-
isfaction and more happy to hear that 
you are all well, while others around 
you are dying and disappear from this 
world. I enjoy health as usual which is 
a great blessing indeed. This will be the 
last day for us in Savannah. I think the 
14th Co. has orders to move tomorrow 
and the opinion is that we will cross the 
river Savannah and invade S.C. We will 
move into either Augusta or Branch-
ville. We are expecting some fighting 
on this move, there are all kinds of ru-
mors afloat. We do not know what will 
be done but it is not likely that the army 
will remain here much longer. Another 
campaign is in view and South Carolina 
has got to come. General Sherman is a 
pushing old fellow, he wants to be goin 
all the time and he is well aware of what 
he undertakes and besides that he is the 
smartest man in the U.S. The citizens 
of Savannah think the world of him.” 
George speaks of Sol Zinser being well 
and said, “he is the same old Sol yet.”
Thomas Olney Brown was a druggist 
who mustered in the 47th Infantry in 
1861 at age 39. He is listed as serving as 
a hospital steward in company HQ.

continuedcon

continued...
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His diary indicates treating over 100 pa-
tients at a time. He mentioned employ-
ing Samuel Zinser as Assistant Steward 
to act as clerk at one time.
A diary notation of October 1861: 
“Rained last night. Still cloudy and 
warm. Dr. Lucas sick, complains much 
of his head. I think the cause is taking 
too much quinine. There is a strong 
probability of being much sickness of a 
serious character caused by personal fi lth 
scattered over adjacent ground which 
miasma. That is very deleterious. It is 
also washed into the springs from which 
the men get water. One man of Co. A and 
one of Co. G died recently at the hospital 
in St. Louis. One of them left at Peoria 
died there. Three have gone so soon.”                                                                             
His January 7th, 1862, diary notation 
speaks of personal pain. “Cold and dis-
agreeable. Pain still continues. Took 3 
tsp of paregoric. Soon after was easier. 
Constantly severe pain in head.”
April 26, 1862 notes “Raining. Rested 
very well, feel rather sore, the effects of 
my labors  yesterday. Made a fi re in front 
of the tent. Took a few decent rails to 
make it burn well. It has a very cheering 
effect on the gloomy appearance of the 
day. Blistered my hand cutting wood. 
The troops are slowly moving towards 
the enemy probably then something ef-
fective done soon. Rained all day. Roads 
very bad. 180,000 effective men here. 
Clear, cool, need campfi re. Feel rather 
badly, rested well until toward morning. 
Have tonsillitis on the right. Have severe 
pain in ear and head, nearly used up. 
Sick list of regiment increasing. Much 
sickness reported in this army. Very se-
vere pain in throat, ear and head. Feel 
much prostrated. Order came, 3 PM to 
pack, be ready to move up at 7:30 the 
27th.
May 8, 1862 notes “Clear, cool. The dif-
ferent regiments moved forward, 7 am. 
Reported Yorktown was taken, 40,000 
prisoners, and General McClellan killed; 
also that Corinth is evacuated. We shall 
know shortly. I remain in camp to attend 
the sick. Some fi ring on the line. Calvary 
skirmishes. One Major killed.”

Thomas’s diary is strewn with nota-
tions of being cold and severe head 
pain. He came home from the war ill 
and moved to Arkansas. It is surmised 
by historians reading his diary that he 
thought the warmer climate would be 
better for his health.
Taken from the “History of Tazewell 
County” published in 1879 are the fol-
lowing excerpts.
“For the people of Tazewell, even when 
the guns had started fi ring the war 
seemed a long way off, but before the 
end came more than 3,000 men from 
Tazewell had been involved in the en-
gagement. 
The people of Tazewell were as one 
strongly behind the Union and what it 
stood for, and the county was the scene 
of many stirring rallies
One of the fi rst acts of the ladies of the 
county at the outbreak of the war was 
the making of fl ags and presenting them 
to companies as they were about to 
march southward. Banners with spirited 
inscriptions were carried on the battle-
fi elds by Tazewell boys.
The continued need of money to obtain 
comforts and necessities for the sick and 
wounded of the Union army suggest to 
the loyal ladies of this area many and 
various devices for the raising of funds. 
Every city, town and village in Tazewell 
had its fair, festival, picnic or excursion 
which netted some funds for hospital re-
lief.
A Soldier’s Aid Society was formed 
in the county, which had its purpose 
the sending of packages to the Union 
troops.  Into a box sent to the army of 
the Cumberland on Sept. 15, 1863, went 
two sheets, 17 shirts, 17 drawers, 45 
handkerchiefs, four pounds of ground 
mustard, three pounds of green tea, 20 
pounds of dried fruit, eight pounds of 
corn starch and various books and pa-
pers.
The war ended, the boys from Tazewell 
returned to receive grand ovations and 
tributes from those who had stayed be-
hind.”

IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
The three-time great grandfather of 
WHS Board Member, John Strom-
berger, served in the Civil War and 
wrote a memoir about his life. Here 
is a short anecdote from his mem-
oirs about his time in the war:

After eating breakfast I took my 
prisoner to General Sherman, 
thinking he would like to ask 
him questions, and at the same 
time I asked him what I should 
do with him.  He replied: “Do 
what you think best with him.”  
One of General Sherman’s aides 
spoke up and in a low tone of 
voice said: “Take him out in the 
brush and shoot him.”  Never 
shall I forget the look that poor 
fellow gave me.  Then I had giv-
en him a captured mule to ride.  
Turning to him I said “Follow 
me,” and rode straight away 
into the brush and timber which 
completely hid us from the view 
of any of our men.  At a short 
distance from the road, as soon 
as we were out of sight of our 
men, I halted my man and asked 
him if he could fi nd the way back 
home through the woods.  He 
said he could.  I told him to keep 
the mule and get home quick as 
he could, “Now goodbye and 
go.”  Ever since that time when 
I think of the way that man and 
mule tore through the brush in 
the direction of his home, I have 
to laugh.

WANT TO READ MORE 
HISTORY ARTICLES LIKE THIS? 

Be sure to check out the Washing-
ton Historical Society’s website 
at www.washingtonilhs.com/re-
search/. Our website has links to 
articles and a tremendous number 
of historical documents available 
to read and research.
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MAY DAY BASKETS
May Day Baskets will be made by the Washington Historical Society again 
this year and will be available for purchase for $5.00. The baskets are each 
handmade with real planted fl owers.

PLAN TO PICKUP:  
SATURDAY, APRIL 30   

10AM – NOON    
128 WASHINGTON SQ.

Submit completed form with check payment to:

WHS, PO Box 54, Washington, IL 61571 
Orders must be postmarked by April 22, 2022

Purchased by ________________________________________  

phone ____________________________________________________

email ____________________________________________________

address  __________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

              # of baskets  _______

 $5/per  _______ 
 ----------------------------

total enclosed _______

ASK THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
I’ve Always Wondered About…. 
the Beginning of the WashingtonPark District.

The formation of the Washington Park District was a long time com-
ing.  Finally formed in 1968, there were calls for the organization 
of such a group and the expansion of the Washington park system 

since the end of World War I.  What fi nally moved the needle was the 
heavy involvement in the Washington Rotary Club in the push and the 
availability a the 55-acre Heyl property, what we now know as Washing-
ton Park.

Learning from previous defeats, the Rotary Club and other motivated 
Washingtonians scheduled hearings and brought in speakers extolling the 
virtues of the establishment of a park district.  In early 1968 an election 
was held on the issue, an election which met defeat in previous attempts.  
This time, however, Washington was in solid support of the formation of a 
park district by a 3-1 majority.  The fi rst commissioner of the Washington 
Park District was Noah Hickman, and he and the board quickly moved to 
acquire the Heyl property, later acquiring the Neptune Swim Club in the 
early 1970s. And the rest is history.
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
Remember: 2022 dues should be paid by our annual meeting on April 25. Please fi ll out the following form and return it 
with a check by April 25 to: Washington Historical Society; PO Box 54; Washington, IL 61571

Name_____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________ 

City________________________  State_____  Zip_________

Email________________________  Phone_______________

Choose your membership level:

 ❍ Student/ Free     ❍ Individual/ $30          ❍ Family/ $45     

 ❍ Business/ $75     ❍ Golden/ $150       ❍ Lifetime/ $400

Employee Matching:                ____________________________________________

(employer name & address)   ____________________________________________ 

Name_____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________ 

City________________________  State_____  Zip_________

Email________________________  Phone_______________

Choose their membership level:

 ❍ Student/ Free      ❍ Individual/ $30          ❍ Family/ $45     

 ❍ Business/ $75     ❍ Golden/ $150       ❍ Lifetime/ $400

Mail check to: WHS, P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571 or visit: https://washingtonilhs.com/membership-3/

2022 Membership- Washington Historical Society Please send a gift  membership to:

TIME TRAVELS IN TRUNKS

One of the Historical Society’s longtime programs is 
back up and running after a pandemic-induced hiatus. 
Time Travels in Trunks is back! Our volunteers are 

busy taking this immersive educational program into Wash-
ington classrooms to help teach local history to our students. 
Many thanks to our program volunteers: Julie Smith, Bonnie 
Nofsinger, Sarah Butler, Linda Wetzel, Cathy Brubaker, Cin-
dy Gasser, Jan Geisz, Judy Gross, Darlene Henderson, Barb 
McCoskey, Mary Penn, Carol Sauder, Mary Scheid, Diana 
Sluder, Karen Smith, Ronni Walker, and Amy Zuehls. 

If you would like to volunteer for this valuable program, 
please send an email to washingtonilhs@gmail.com. 

Volunteers Karen Smith and Judy Gross (dressed as Mary Todd Lincoln) 
engage the 1st grade students at Central Primary School in February.

Monday, April 25 – 7:00 p.m. at 128 Washington Sq.  
WHS Annual Meeting with presentation by Karen Smith 

Saturday, April 30 – May Day Baskets distributed

Saturday, June 11 – WHS Garden Walk

Saturday, September 24 – Downtown Specialty Shops 
Fall Fest – the WHS will conduct History Walking Tours 

in conjunction with this event

Monday, October 24 – 7:00 p.m. 
Honor Flight Presentation by Gene Wallace 

Tuesday, December 13 – WHS Christmas House Tour

Sunday, April 24 – 2:00 p.m. at Five Points Washington
Underground Railroad Ceremony at Five Points 

Featuring speakers Mayor Manier, 
Rev. Marvin Hightower from the  Peoria Chapter 

of NAACP, Susan from Genealogical Society, 
and a performance by the Heritage Ensemble



PO Box 54 
Washington, IL 61571

(309) 444-4793

Help the Washington Historical Society 
Remember: an easy way to help support the mission of the Washington Historical Society is to designate us as 
your preferred benefi ciary through Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards. Both of those programs 
send money back to your designated charity based on your everyday purchases. To select the Washington 
Historical Society as your preferred benefi ciary for Kroger, please go to: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/
community-rewards, and for Amazon, please go to: https://smile.amazon.com. Every dollar helps!

The Washington Historical Society 
is looking for artifacts related to the 

Heyl Pony Farm 
and life in Washington in the early 
1900s to use in an upcoming exhib-
it. If you have items that you would 
be willing to lend us for the exhibit, 

please send an email to washingtonil-
hs@gmail.com with your name and 

contact information and a description 
of your item(s). Thank you!


