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TWO GREAT UPCOMING PROGRAMS WITH KATE BATEMAN

M

ark your calendars – you will not want to miss this! The Historical Society is pleased to present two upcoming programs by Kate Bateman.
Kate, also writing as K.C. Bateman, is a #1 bestselling author of Regency and Renaissance historical romances, including the Secrets and Spies series, Bow Street Bachelors series and Ruthless Rivals series. Her books have received multiple Starred Reviews from Publishers Weekly and Library Journal,
and have been translated into multiple languages, including French, Brazilian,
Japanese, German, Romanian, and Croatian.
Kate is also an auctioneer and fine art appraiser, the co-founder and director of
Bateman’s Auctioneers, a fine art and antiques auction house in the UK (www.
batemans.com). She currently lives in Illinois with her husband and three inexhaustible children, but returns to England regularly to appear as an antiques expert
on several popular BBC television shows, each of which reaches up to 2.5 million
viewers.
We are thrilled to offer the following programs with Kate:

STORY VS. HISTORY
THURSDAY, JUNE 2: 7 PM
Join Kate for ‘Story vs History’ - a fast,
fun delve into the similarities and differences between her two careers, and
discover the answers to questions like
‘Why do humans need stories?’ ‘How
does the ‘provenance’ behind a work
of art add value?’ and ‘How do authors
use real historical facts to add excitement and adventure to their books?’
This unique program is open to all for
a suggested donation of $5 per person.

ANTIQUES & APPRAISALS:
WHAT’S IT WORTH?
SATURDAY, JUNE 18: 10–2
Author and appraiser Kate Bateman will
return to the Historical Society for an antiques roadshow-style event on Saturday,
June 18. You bring in your antique treasures, Kate will talk with you about your
item and provide an appraisal estimate.
This is an open-house type event; come
anytime between 10:00 and 2:00 for your
chance to meet with Kate. Kate will talk
about the items so that others in the room
can hear her descriptions and stories.
This program’s fees are: $10 for the first
item you bring in, $20 for up to 3 items.

More About Kate
Kate loves to hear from readers.
Contact her via her website:
www.kcbateman.com and sign up
for her newsletter to receive regular
updates on new releases, giveaways
and exclusive excerpts.
Find her books here on Amazon:
amzn.to/2KygAb9
Twitter: @katebateman
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/kcbatemanauthor/
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/kc_bateman/
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2022 GARDEN WALK – SATURDAY, JUNE 11

M

ake plans now to attend our bi-annual Garden Walk
held with Town and Country Gardeners. We have
some great gardens for you to tour this year! This
will be a great opportunity to see what your friends and neighbors in Washington have done to beautify their little corners
of the world. The Garden Walk will take place on Saturday,
June 11 from 1-4 pm. Advance tickets are available for $17
at Step Back in Time, Kimpling Ace Hardware, LeFleur, and
at www.washingtonilhs.com prior to the event. Tickets on the
day of the event are $20 and can be purchased at the Historical
Society’s office on the square between 12:30 and 3:00.
This year’s garden walk features the following gardens:

Copley Garden - 910 Eldridge St.
Lee Railroad Garden - 607 Avon Circle
Weaver Garden - 1009 Dallas Rd.
Kamischke Garden - 201 Whistling Strait
Hofstetter Garden - 22223 Grosenbach Rd.

WHS BRINGS MORE ART TO WASHINGTON

T

hanks to several generous WHS donors, the Historical Society will be able to bring several pieces of
art to the Washington Square this summer. First, we
plan to bring acclaimed Walldogs painter Anat Ronen back
to Washington to create another historically-themed mural
on the square. We don’t want to reveal too many details
about the mural just yet, but if you’ve seen the mural she
did for us last summer, you know it will be amazing.
Then….something new!! The Historical Society, in conjunction with wonderful donors, has commissioned a
bronze sculpture from Peoria-area sculpture artist, Jaci
Willis, that will depict an image from Washington’s past.
Jaci Willis is known to conduct meticulous historical research on her subjects before she begins any project. She
and members of the Historical Society Board have spent
hours and hours poring through research materials to make sure this sculpture will be, not just aesthetically pleasing, but
also historically accurate.
This project has been over a year in the making, and we hope to install and unveil the finished sculpture in September 2022.
Look for more details about the sculpture in the September Heritage Herald.

June 2022

WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ROOTS 2022

T

he Washington Historical Society is accepting nominations
until July 15 for the 2022 Roots
award, which has been presented annually since 2013 when Dr. David Hunt
of the Smithsonian became the ﬁrst
recipient. Since then, accomplished
surgeons Dr. Marcus Jarboe and Dr.
Christian Vercler, cancer researcher
Dr. Pamela Kreeger, and others have
been honored with the Roots Award.

This year marks the tenth year for the
Washington Historical Society’s Roots
program.
To nominate someone to be this year’s
recipient, please complete and return
the nomination form below. The form
is also available on the Washington
Historical Society website, https://
washingtonilhs.com, and at the Washington Public Library. Roots Award
nominations are kept on ﬁle for three

3

years. The nomination forms must be
submitted by July 15 to the Washington
Historical Society P.O. Box 54 Washington, IL 61571. Presentations by the
previous two years’ recipients are on
the Historical Society’s YouTube page.
Nominees must have spent a portion
of their youth in Washington and have
excelled in any of these areas: government, ﬁne arts, charitable work, sciences, medical, business, or sports.

PREVIOUS
RECIPIENTS:
2021:
DR. CHRISTIAN VERCLER
AND DR. MARCUS
JARBOE
2020:
DR. PAMELA KREEGER
2019:
PHIL BREMEN
2018:
DR. TOM GROSS
2017:
KATE GORMAN
2016:
GENE THRAILKILL
2015:
TEJAS SHASTRY
2014:
DAVE VAN DYCK
2013:
DAVID R. HUNT, PH.D

2022 Roots Award
Applica(ons due: July 15, 2022

General Informa5on and Rules:
1. Eligibility: Nominees must have spent a por(on of their childhood in Washington and have made signiﬁcant
contribu(ons in one of the following areas: science, government, arts, sports, business, science, or charitable
work.
2. The recipient will be honored during the high school homecoming fes(vi(es weekend. The recipient will
speak at an awards recep(on on Thursday evening of Homecoming week (date TBD) and will ride in the
homecoming parade as the award recipient on Friday.
Evalua5on Criteria:
1. Please detail the accomplishments the nominee has achieved.
2. What impact has the nominee had on his community and/or area of work?
3. How did life in Washington contribute to the nominee’s success?

Please complete and return this form with any aAachments to Washington Historical Society, P.O. Box 54,
Washing ton, IL 61571.
Nominee’s Name ___________________________________________________ Phone _____________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________
Why do you feel this nominee should be the recipient of the 2022 Roots Award? Please aAach addi5onal
pages, if necessary.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Nominator’s Name ______________________________________________ Phone ____________________
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WASHINGTON’S DAIRIES
By Karen Ghighi, John Stromberger, and Melissa Heil

W

ashington’s first settlement
was begun by William Holland Sr. in 1825. As more
families arrived and settled, farms
grew and the dairy business in Washington was slowly established.
Some of us remember milk delivery. Some of us remember going to
a dairy to purchase a bottle of milk.
How was the milk business established within the small community of
Washington?
The 1890 plat of Tazewell County lists
William Birkett as a dairyman. He
was the only individual to have that
title in the plat. In the 1879 edition of
the ‘History of Tazewell County’, Mr.
Birkett was noted to manufacture 200
pounds of butter weekly.
An excerpt from the ‘Washington
Sesquicentennial’ reported the following: “March 20, 1908 - Paper
Milk Bottle - our town is to have the
manufacturing plant-they will put on
the market a new sanitary milk bottle; round in shape with a protecting
cover inserted in the top. Made of the
best quality spruce wood paper and
covered with a coating of paraffin.
Made in 1/2 pints, pints, and quarts.”

In 1915 the Henry Holtzman Dairy
was advertised in ‘The Nautilus’, the
Washington High School paper. His
barn cost $1,500 and was advertised
to be one of the most modern and
sanitary anywhere in the state. It was
built in 1912.
Fred Zimmerman purchased two parcels of land off of Eldridge Street in
1914 with the intention of locating
a large dairy business there. Soon
thereafter, he built a large round barn
on the property that he modeled after
the large round dairy barns at the University of Illinois. The milk from the
farm was bottled and mostly taken to
Peoria to the Washington Dairy Co.
At the time, Zimmerman’s was the
only dairy in Washington producing
milk for Peoria. In a sign of the times,
in 1922, Washington Dairy sold 250
bottles of specially prepared milk for
babies each day.
In 1929, Fred Zimmerman sold the
round barn and dairy business to the
J.D. Roszell Company, who later sold
the farm to Elmo Muller in 1944.
Muller had run Muller Bros. Dairy
from a farm west of town since 1937,
then continued operations at the round
barn until leaving the business in 1951.

Other dairies in Washington over the
years included: J.H. Holtzman and
Sons Dairy, Duvall Dairy, Peoples
Dairy, Anbkabar Farms, Sunnybrook
Dairy and Wilson’s Dairy in Sunnyland.
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FOLLOW UP OF ANNUAL MEETING
Thank you to our members and friends who attended the Historical
Society’s annual membership meeting on Monday, April 25. We
had about 60 people present for our meeting. Those in attendance
were treated to a wonderful
presentation by local historian
Karen Smith, and to delicious
homemade cakes whose recipes
date all the way back to the Civil War era. If you couldn’t make
it this time, we hope to see you
next year!

HOST YOUR EVENTS AT
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Yes! Now that we have this gorgeous building on the square, you CAN rent
the space for your meeting or event. Our space is perfect for small meetings
and presentations or for events such as baby showers. The space can be
rented for $40 for the first four hours, and $50 for the following two hours.

OPEN HOURS AT THE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

If you would like to reserve the Historical Society building for your next
event, please send an email to washingtonilhs@gmail.com, or call Melissa
at 773-425-0499.

The Historical Society building will continue to be open to the public on Thursday
mornings from 10:00 – noon during the
summer, and during the Rove & Rambles
on the square on Thursday evenings, from
roughly 5:00 – 7:00. We hope our members
and friends will stop by to say ‘hello’ and
take advantage of all the Society has to offer.
If you need to do research or would like to
view the displays at the Historical Society
and the above times do not work for you,
we are happy to accommodate your schedule by appointment. Please contact Melissa
at www.washingtonilhs.com or 773-4250499 to find a time that you can visit the
building.

VISIT OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Yes! The Washington Historical Society has a YouTube Channel! It is chock full of videos of past Historical Society programs and community events. Our site can be found by searching for ‘Washington
Historical Society’ on YouTube.
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HELP RESTORE OUR ORIGINAL HARDWOOD FLOORS MATCHING GIFT OPPORTUNITY

M

any of you have visited the Historical Society’s new
space on the square and know that in the restoration of
our building, we discovered, intact, the original hardwood floors upstairs. We would like to refinish the hardwood
floors, but since we didn’t know it still existed under the layers
of newer flooring on top of it, we had not included that expense
in our original restoration budget. Now, we have a generous offer
from Jennifer (Essig) and Buddy Lersch to match donations made
through June 30 to restore the flooring, up to a $5,000 match. Our
goal is to raise $10,000 to restore the floors. Will you please help?
To make a tax-deductible donation to refinish the hardwood floor
at 128 Washington Square, please send a check to: Washington
Historical Society, P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571, and mark
“floors” in the memo line. Thank you!

SPONSOR AN IMPROVEMENT AT THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Historical Society is looking for generous donors to sponsor specific improvements at our building. If you
would like to help with any of the following improvements, please send a check to Washington Historical Society, PO Box 54, Washington, IL 61571 or call / email Melissa with questions on how you can help – washingtonilhs@gmail.com or 773-425-0499.

Item

Description

Picture / Art Hanging System

This system will allow us to professionally
$2,100
display and interchange items on our walls
without damaging the walls themselves.
This will allow the WHS to scan negatives to
$1,500
ensure long-term preservation of the images.
It will also give the Society the ability to make
high-quality prints of photographs and negatives in our collection to share with the public.
The Society needs archival storage materials to $500
better preserve our growing photograph collection.

High resolution scanner

Photographic Preservation
Materials

Estimated
Cost
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

R

emember: 2022 dues should have been paid by
April 30. If you have not yet paid your dues for
2022, please complete the form below and return it
to the Historical Society at your earliest convenience. Our
members sustain our organization; we literally would not
exist without you! As a reminder, you can be as involved
in the organization as you want to be; you don’t have to
attend meetings, but you can; you don’t have to volunteer,
but we would love to have you as a volunteer; you get the
idea. We are proud of the work being done by the Historical Society, and that work cannot happen with YOU!

NEW MEMBERS
The Historical Society is pleased to welcome
these new members in 2022:
James Arn
Valerie Horton
Rachel Bloch

Joyce Hunnicutt

Laura Butler

Martin and Christine
Petit

Joshua Clark

Gary and Pam Smith

Dennis Dingledine
Susan Esch Rynearson
Karen Ghighi

Dale Spooner
Howard Spring
Susan van Dyck

June 2, 2022 – Kate Bateman presents
“Story vs. History” at 7:00 p.m.
June 11, 2022 – Garden Walk with Town
and Country Gardeners 1-4 pm
June 18, 2022 – Kate Bateman presents
“Antiques & Appraisals: What’s It Worth?”
from 10am – 2pm
September 24, 2022 – Historic Walking Tours
in conjunction with Downtown Specialty
Shops Fall Fest
October 24, 2022 – Honor Flight Presentation
by Gene Wallace
December 13, 2022 – Christmas House Tour

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
If you have not renewed your membership yet, please fill out the following form and return it with a check to:
Washington Historical Society; PO Box 54; Washington, IL 61571. Thank you for your support!

2022 Membership- Washington Historical Society

Please send a gift membership to:

Name_____________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

City________________________ State_____ Zip_________

City________________________ State_____ Zip_________

Email________________________ Phone_______________

Email________________________ Phone_______________

Choose your membership level:

Choose their membership level:

m Student/ Free

m Individual/ $30

m Business/ $75

m Golden/ $150

Employee Matching:

m Family/ $45
m Lifetime/ $400

m Student/ Free

m Individual/ $30

m Business/ $75

m Golden/ $150

m Family/ $45
m Lifetime/ $400

____________________________________________

(employer name & address) ____________________________________________

Mail check to: WHS, P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571 or visit: https://washingtonilhs.com/membership-3/

PO Box 54
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 444-4793

Help the Washington Historical Society

Remember: an easy way to help support the mission of the Washington Historical Society is to designate us as
your preferred beneficiary through Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards. Both of those programs
send money back to your designated charity based on your everyday purchases. To select the Washington
Historical Society as your preferred beneficiary for Kroger, please go to: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/
community-rewards, and for Amazon, please go to: https://smile.amazon.com. Every dollar helps!

The Washington Historical Society
is looking for artifacts related to the

Heyl Pony Farm

and life in Washington in the early 1900s
to use in an upcoming exhibit. If you
have items that you would be willing to
lend us for the exhibit, please send an
email to washingtonilhs@gmail.com
with your name and contact information
and a description of your item(s).
We will return all loaned items upon
conclusion of the exhibit.
Thank you!

