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WALKING TOURS AT AUTUMN FEST
SEPTEMBER 24

T

he Historical Society is pleased to offer historic
walking tours during this year’s Autumn Fest on
the square. This year’s Autumn Fest will take place
on September 24 and will feature live music, food trucks,
family activities, and specials at the shops on the square. In
conjunction with the festivities, we will offer 20–30-minute walking tours at 5:00 and 6:00 that leave from our front
door at 128 Washington Square and will highlight various
stories from Washington’s history. Walkups will be accepted, but space on each tour may be limited; to ensure
your spot and to let us know you’re coming, please send an
email to washingtonilhs@gmail.com with your name, the
number of people in your party, and the tour time you prefer. Paper sign-ups will also be available at Autumn Fest.
These walking tours will be led by guides who are knowledgeable about Washington’s history and may feature a
surprise or two. We hope to see you there!

September 2022

CHRISTMAS HOUSE TOUR

P

lease join us for our popular annual Christmas House
Tour! This year’s tour will be held on Tuesday, December 13 from 1-4 and 6-9 p.m. The Historical Society office and four beautiful Washington homes will be decorated in all their holiday finery and open for tours this year,
including the magnificent home of Butch and Pam Martin
at 100 S. Main Street. This is a “can’t miss” event! Tickets
will be available as we get closer to the event at various
local retailers and on the Historical Society website www.
washingtonilhs.com.

September 2022

WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2

ROOTS AWARD RECIPIENT

T

he Washington Historical Society is pleased to announce this
year’s Roots recipient, Gene
(Wink) McCoskey. As this year’s recipient, Gene will give a presentation
to the community on Thursday, September 22 at 7:00 p.m. and will ride in
the homecoming parade on September
23. Please make plans to join us for
both events!
Let me just say first that I wrote a Roots article, showed it to Wink, and he sent me his OWN article to use instead. (ha). So I used a lot of his, but his writing skills were challenging to me. I did SOOO much editing of his stuff (changing random capital letters to lowercase, deleting extraneous commas, etc), I knew I would miss some. It took me 3 readings to catch them all and even then, I knew I’d miss some. But I think there are only 2 left: In the second paragraph, there is but should not be a comma after “and retiring in 2018 as” So the whole sentence should read: He continued moving upward in his career at Purina, reporting directly to two CEOs for 20 years and retiring in 2018 as Vice President…….” And then 2 sentences later, we should not capitalize Board in “His Board leadership in the St. Louis area.” No capital B.

Gene’s family moved frequently during
his early childhood. When they relocated to Washington, he attended local
schools from 6th – 12th grades. Gene
says Washington was the first community where he felt he had a hometown.
Gene’s family relocated again to the St.
Louis area after his high school graduation. He enrolled at the University of
Missouri - St. Louis and began working
full time for Monsanto Company. He
married his wife Pam in 1976 and they
have two grown sons. While working a
fulltime job, Gene continued attending
evening college classes until graduation several years later. He worked at
Monsanto for 20 years and then joined
Ralston Purina Company in 1994. He
continued moving upward in his career at Purina, reporting directly to two
CEOs for 20 years and retiring in 2018
as Vice President Facilities and Services, for North America. During his
busy work career, Gene also served on
business, professional, charitable, and
civic boards, and served as Chairman
for 9 of them. His board leadership in
the St. Louis area included: Chairman,
Nestle Purina Child Development Center; Chairman, Purina Credit Union;
Chairman, Purina Supplier Diversity
Board; Board Member of the St. Louis
Downtown Partnership; United Way of
Greater St. Louis Allocation Board; and
served 7 years on the Herbert Hoover
Boys and Girls Club Board.
Perhaps outweighing his successful
business career and his charitable accomplishments, Gene has a 23-year
record of service leadership in his
home community of O’Fallon, Illinois.
page

Through a chance meeting
with a person running for
mayor of O’Fallon and his
successful election, Gene
was appointed chairman of
the O’Fallon Urban Forestry Commission. The
commission created a tree
nursery, memorial tree program and received certification as a Tree City USA
community in 2 years. Gene
then served as co-chair, and
later as chair, of the O’Fallon Park Board and wrote
the O’Fallon Strategic Park
Plan. O’Fallon upgraded the
two existing city parks, and
planned and built 3 additional parks, and opened a bike
trail and a skate park. Gene
also chaired the O’Fallon
Family Sports Park Master
Plan and was part of the dedication for
this 200-acre recreational complex that
is recognized as the best recreational
sports complex in Southwest Illinois.
Gene served as chairman for the O’Fallon Planning and Zoning Commission
during the very busy, golden era of city
growth. He served for seven years and
was instrumental in developing plans
and processes to improve planned
growth, including dozens of new residential neighborhoods, businesses, two
future hospitals, hotels, and a regional
conference center.
In 2008, Gene was asked to run for Alderman in Ward 1 and served 2 terms (8
years) on the O’Fallon City Council. He
was a committed champion for smart
growth, parks and green space and for
improving public safety.
In 2016, Gene was appointed to the
O’Fallon Board of Fire and Police
Commissioners. He was elected secretary for the board and through his efforts and leadership O’Fallon improved
record keeping, marketing materials
and increased both gender and ethnic
diversity in hiring.

Gene’s commitment to his community
is manifested through three of his favorite projects: the opening of Rock
Springs Park in 2001, a 70-acre native prairie with walking trails and a
cabin for rental and use; the idea and
development for the O’Fallon Family
Sports Park, a 200-acre park which is
an economic driver and cultural jewel
in his community; and the fruition of
Gene’s original idea and sketch for an
event destination in downtown O’Fallon: O’Fallon Station and Vine Street
Market which opened in 2018.
Gene also served our state with his
early participation and continued influence with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. He is an
ardent historian, Lincoln admirer, and
a member of six historical societies in
Illinois, Arkansas, and Tennessee.
The Washington Historical Society is
proud to call Gene McCoskey one of
Washington’s own and are please to
honor him with this well-deserved recognition.
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ALL ABOUT QUILTS!

T

his program, originally scheduled for our
annual meeting in 2020 but postponed
due to Covid restrictions, will be held on
October 24 at 7:00 p.m. at the Historical Society office. Local volunteer Gene Wallace will
talk about the history, mission, and service of
the Peoria Area Honor Flight. Donations for the
program will be accepted at the door and will be
split between Honor Flight and the Historical Society. Historical Society members and the general public are invited to attend.

T

he Historical Society is planning an exciting new special exhibit
that will be at the Society in early 2023 – quilts! We will ask
residents and friends with old, beautiful, or interesting quilts to
loan them to us for this special exhibit. The quilts will be lovingly
cared for while in our custody and will be returned to their owners at
the end of the exhibit. In addition to assembling the quilts for display
purposes, we will also offer several programs about the quilts while
they are in residence at the Society. This will be an exciting time for
us to explore the history of quilting and their amazing ability to be
functional while also telling a story and adding beauty to the home.
More information about this first-of-its-kind exhibit at the Society will
be forthcoming in the December Heritage Herald. WHS members and
friends: please start looking around to see if you have a quilt that you
might like to have included in this special temporary exhibit. What
story can your quilt tell? We are excited to share each quilt’s story and
look forward to learning yours!

YOUR HISTORY MATTERS, TOO!
Yes, your history is important! Starting with this newsletter, we will pose a topic in each issue of the Heritage Herald on
which we would like our members to share their remembrances. Responses will be compiled and shared in the next newsletter and archived to help future historians learn about OUR time in Washington.
Please share a memory of your favorite local hang-out when you were a student at Washington High School.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please return your remembrance to the Historical Society at P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571
or via email to washingtonilhs@gmail.com.
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WHS ACCEPTS LARGE NEW DONATION

A

fter months of communications and logistical planning,
in July the Washington Historical Society accepted one of the largest
and most important donations of its
history: the Clark-Finson Collection
of photographic negatives and related
materials from Leo Clark’s personal collection. The collection includes
over 30,000 negatives of photographs
taken in Washington by Leo Clark
over several decades beginning in the
1940s.
Clark’s collection actually started in
1909 which a ten-year old Leo Clark
bought a Kodak Brownie #2 camera
for two dollars using money he earned
selling newspapers. Soon after, while
in his teens, he had a makeshift darkroom at his grandparents’ house where
he learned to develop and process his
own film. Clark’s earliest shots are of
his grandmother and grandfather and,
to our knowledge, still exist in the care
of his descendants.
For almost 80 years, Leo took pictures daily of people and places around
Washington that ultimately created a
pictorial history book of the life and
times around him. His vast collection
of railroad photos covers from 1899 to
1985 and includes many of the major
lines and stations in the Peoria area.
Most prominent was the T.P. & W.
Railroad of which he was employed
for 52 years.
Upon his death, Clark’s friend, Tom
Finson, took possession of Leo’s collection and attempted to categorize and
preserve the negatives. He ultimately
transferred possession to the Special
Collections Library at Bradley University’s Cullom-Davis Library, where the
collection has been housed, largely untouched, since the mid-1990’s. While
the library was closed for many months
during Covid lockdowns, the curators
at Special Collections assessed all of
the contents in their possession and
determined that the Clark-Finson col-

WHS Archivist John Stromberger accepts the Clark-Finson Collection from
Bradley University’s Special Collections librarians. Pictured from left to right: Libby
Tronnes, Head of Special Collections; Linda Aylward, Special Collections Assistant;
Liz Bloodworth, Special Collections Assistant; and John Stromberger, WHS Archivist.

lection of photographs that were taken
mostly of people and places in Washington, actually belongs in Washington, not at Bradley. Thus, in July 2022,
we brought the Clark-Finson collection home to the Washington Historical
Society.
What’s next?
Many of the negatives have begun to
deteriorate through processes that naturally occur to negatives over time.
The Historical Society has begun to
scan each of the 30,000 negatives in
order to preserve the images for posterity. Many of the images will eventually
be posted on our website so that they
can be enjoyed by all. We will also post
a list of all the images in our collection
and will be able to offer high-quality prints, upon request, for a nominal
charge.
This collection is a tremendous asset
to the Historical Society. The photographs give a close insight into everyday life in Washington throughout the
1900s; the weddings and birthdays,

business openings and closings, new
babies, civic organizations, community events, family reunions, etc. We
hope our current members and friends
will enjoy seeing photographs of old
friends or family members. It doesn’t
matter if you know everyone or no
one in these pictures, though; if you
like history, you will love seeing these
pictures and the life-gone-by that they
represent. If you would like to help
the Historical Society identify people,
places and events in some of the photos, please join our Facebook group,
“Washington (IL) Historical Society
Photo ID Helpers.
We are indebted to our wonderful new
friends at the Cullom-Davis Library
for their preservation of this collection
over the past 25 years, their guidance
to us on the proper care of these fragile
old negatives, and for their generous
donation of the collection to the Historical Society. They are selfless community partners dedicated to preserving and making history accessible to
all, and we are grateful to them.
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ASK THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
I’ve Always Wondered About….
The History of Glendale Cemetery. How old is it? How did it get started?

W

ashington’s first “official” cemetery was deeded June 27,
1849. William & Jane Holland deeded a parcel of land
which amounted to a ½ acre, and James, David, & Hannah Keyes did basically the same thing with an adjoining piece to
form what we now know as Old City Cemetery. With Washington’s
growth it didn’t take long for expansion to become necessary, and
in February 1882 twelve acres of an area used for social gatherings
known as “Anthony’s Grove” was purchased by the city from John
H. Anthony and became the first ten blocks of what we now know
as Glendale Cemetery.
In 1894, the Candlewood Bridge was built between the cemeteries to allow for greater access to the “new” cemetery. Prior to that
access was gained most likely from a path from South Main Street
through the current area of Oakwood Subdivision.
An attentive walk-through in Glendale Cemetery will show that many of the headstones show burials earlier than 1882. Many
of these individuals were originally buried on the Squire Baker farm west of town and then removed to Glendale Cemetery
when Baker sold the land to George Hagenstotz. The Squire Baker farm was in the current area of Dallas Road. The oldest
known burials in Glendale Cemetery are individuals who died in 1838: Thomas Birkett (1778-1838) and James Wilson
(1837-1838). This movement of bodies and/or headstones probably happened in the Old City Cemetery as well, as the
earliest recorded stone is a young girl who died in 1830, 19 years before the deeding of the land, and only five years after
William Holland set initial foot in Washington.
This is an excerpt from an article about Glendale Cemetery that will soon be posted on the Washington Rewind website. For
more information about the history of Glendale Cemetery or to read articles on dozens of other Washington history topics,
please visit our website at www.washingtonilhs.com/research.

NEW MEMBERS

KATE BATEMAN PROGRAMS

We are thrilled to welcome the following new
members who have joined the Society in 2022:

Thank you to everyone who attended our special programs with Kate
Bateman in June. Here are some pictures from the Antiques and Appraisals program held Saturday, June 18.

James Arn

Joyce Hunnicut

Rachel Bloch

Kristin Imm

Laura Butler

Joyce Libotte

Joshua Clark

Martin and Christine
Petit

Richard Coggins
Dennis Dingledine

Gary and Pam Smith
Dale Spooner

Susan Esch
Rynearson

Howard Spring

Karen Ghighi

Susan Van Dyck

Valerie Horton
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THE HEYL PONY FARM
ponies. This was the start of the Heyl
Pony Farm that became known not only
for raising and training prize winning
ponies, but also for its modern and wellequipped barns and workshops.

This article was originally written for
the April 2003 edition of the WHS newsletter the “Washington Heritage Herald” by Ralph and Wilma Lee Woolard.

G

eorge A. Heyl, the son of Christian and Sarah Heyl, was born
and grew up on a farm near Manito in Mason County. Christian Heyl was
a breeder and exhibitor of purebred livestock and was well known for his Percheron horses, a breed known for its large
muscular build and ability to pull heavy
loads. Raising and breeding Hampshire
hogs was also a part of the business endeavor. George Heyl followed his father’s footsteps. He developed a keen eye
for quality livestock at an early age.
In 1891, George Heyl married Sarah
Blumenshine, the daughter of Phillip
and Barbara Blumenshine. Two sons,
Harley and Wellington, and three daughters, Florence, Iona, and Mildred, were
born to the couple. Following marriage
George moved his livestock business
to the Cress property with large barns
on North Main Street in Washington. In
1893, they moved to the Yale property
at 811 N. Main Street and continued a
business of buying and selling Percheron
horses and Hampshire hogs. In 1896 fancy poultry was added to their livestock
enterprise.
In 1899, George went to Janesville,
Wisconsin to buy Percheron horses. In
order to get the horses he wanted, the
seller insisted that George also take ten
Shetland ponies or there would be no
deal. Although reluctant, George finally
agreed. Returning home, he found that
the ponies sold better than horses. He
went back to Wisconsin and bought more

In 1907, the famed pony, King Larigo
was foaled at Washington, a date important not only to the Heyl Pony Farm, but
to the entire Shetland business in America. This established the famous Larigo
dynasty and bloodline. Any story or writing that concerns the Heyl Pony Farm
would not be complete without mentioning this great show pony, for the deeds
of the “King” are legendary. There is
good reason for his fabled reputation for
he won championships at every state fair
and exposition from coast to coast and
Canada during his show career from the
age of 2 to 16 when he was retired. He
won in every category of competition. At
the Panama Pacific Exposition in 1915
he won or aided in winning 72 blue ribbons. As a sire King Larigo fathered 144
sons and daughters from Heyl mares. It
was from this group of animals that the
Larigo name became represented in
breeding herds all over the country.
In 1915, George Heyl took King Larigo to the World’s Fair in San Francisco. King Larigo was named “World’s
Grand Champion Shetland Stallion.”
Over the years George Heyl had many
opportunities to sell King Larigo but refused until James Brady, better known as
“Diamond Jim Brady” made him an offer
in 1917 he couldn’t refuse. Heyl later repurchased the “King” in 1921 after Jim
Brady died.
In 1925 Heyl purchased a barn for ponies
on the acreage he bought on West Jefferson Street. (This property is now the
location of the Washington High School
athletic field.) Other pastures were located throughout the Washington area.
In 1929 King Larigo died at the age of 22
leaving an unequaled record of 896 first
place awards and championships. Heyl
then turned his interest to Hackney horses
and by 1930 was showing more of them
than Shetland ponies. The unexpected
death of George Heyl in 1932 shocked
the family and the horse show world.

Harley and Iona were well qualified to
take over the family business and continued to operate the farm and attend horse
shows over much of the country, showing
both Shetland and Hackney ponies. Business remained brisk. Some older barns
were replaced with newer structures.
Business was further stimulated when a
Hackney stallion of the Heyl farm named
Creation’s King was declared “Grand
Champion Stallion” in 1947 at the National Stallion Show in Iowa. The Heyl
family were very fortunate in having bred
and raised two of the top sires in pony
history. A steady stream of visitors continued to visit Washington as a result of
the farm’s operation.
In 1957 Harley Heyl died leaving Iona
with the decision as to whether to continue with the business. She decided to continue on but chose to sell all the Hackney
stock including the prize stallion.
In 1958 all Shetland ponies were moved to
the homestead on North Main Street. The
demand for them remained strong. At
times colts were sold a year or two in advance of birth. A great-grandson of King
Larigo sold at public auction for $65,000.
Iona Heyl decided in 1965 that she was
ready to retire and sell the entire herd at
public auction. On Saturday, October
23, 1965, a large tent was erected and
bleacher seats were installed. A white
sale ring fence was put in place, flower
boxes placed on the auctioneer’s stand,
fresh sawdust on the sale ring floor and
floodlights installed. A small tent served
food. With the civil defense unit directing traffic and a small band to entertain the crowd, the auction opened with
1,500 people in attendance. The sale was
well-organized and the bidding was spirited. When the last pony was sold the
auctioneer’s gavel came down for the last
time, ending an era - 65 years of breeding
and showing the best.
Iona continued to live on the homestead
where she was born until her death at the
age of 92 in 1986. Driving or walking
along North Main Street today one sees
a remaining barn, a silent reminder of the
impact of one family on the history of
Washington, Illinois.
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THANK YOU!
Floor Refinishing: Thank
you to all those who took advantage of our matching gift
opportunity and made a donation to the Society to help
refinish our floors! Twelve
donors made donations that
totaled nearly $5,000, and
Board member Jennifer Essig and her husband Buddy
Lersch matched those donations dollar-for-dollar. The
floors are on the schedule to
be refinished in early October. We are truly grateful to
each of you who donated for
your support and trust in the
Historical Society.
Archiving Materials: A
huge thank you goes to Scott
and Kim Flanders for their
generous donation which
allowed us to purchase a
high-resolution scanner that
we can use to scan the negatives in the Clark-Finson

collection as well as other
negatives in our collection.
Their generous donation
also included funds to purchase additional materials
needed for archiving, including archival boxes, photographic envelopes, and
other special storage equipment. The purchases will all
make a tremendous impact
on our ability to properly
store our archived materials.
Memorial: Thank you, too,
to the family of Mary Kerr
for encouraging memorials
in Mary’s honor to be designated for the Historical Society. Mary was a vital part
of the Historical Society for
many years. We are honored
to be able to continue her
work with these special gifts
from her friends and family.

Thursday, September 22 – 7:00
Roots Award Recipient Presentation
by Gene (Wink) McCoskey
Saturday, September 24 – Downtown Specialty Shops
Fall Fest – the WHS will conduct History Walking Tours
in conjunction with this event
Monday, October 24 – 7:00
Honor Flight Presentation by Gene Wallace
Tuesday, December 13 – 1:00-4:00 or 6:00-9:00
WHS Christmas House Tour
Upcoming in 2023
Quilts!

BECOME A MEMBER
Please fill out the following form and return it with a check to:
Washington Historical Society; PO Box 54; Washington, IL 61571

2022 Membership- Washington Historical Society

Please send a gift membership to:

Name_____________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

City________________________ State_____ Zip_________

City________________________ State_____ Zip_________

Email________________________ Phone_______________

Email________________________ Phone_______________

Choose your membership level:

Choose their membership level:

m Student/ Free

m Individual/ $30

m Business/ $75

m Golden/ $150

Employee Matching:

m Family/ $45
m Lifetime/ $400

m Student/ Free

m Individual/ $30

m Business/ $75

m Golden/ $150

m Family/ $45
m Lifetime/ $400

____________________________________________

(employer name & address) ____________________________________________

Mail check to: WHS, P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571 or visit: https://washingtonilhs.com/membership-3/

PO Box 54
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 444-4793

Help the Washington Historical Society

Remember: an easy way to help support the mission of the Washington Historical Society is to designate us as
your preferred beneficiary through Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards. Both of those programs
send money back to your designated charity based on your everyday purchases. To select the Washington
Historical Society as your preferred beneficiary for Kroger, please go to: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/
community-rewards, and for Amazon, please go to: https://smile.amazon.com. Every dollar helps!
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