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ALL ABOUT QUILTS!

The Historical Society is planning 
an exciting new special exhibit that 
will be at the Society in early 2023 

– quilts! But to make this exhibit happen, 
we need your help. We are asking mem-
bers and friends to bring their old, beauti-
ful, and/or interesting quilts to loan to the 
Society for this special exhibit. The quilts 
will be lovingly cared for while in our cus-
tody and will be returned to their owners at 
the end of the exhibit. For more informa-
tion about loaning the Society your quilt, 
please see the article on page 5. 

In addition to gathering the quilts to dis-
play, we will also offer several programs 
about the quilts while they are in residence 
at the Society. This will be an exciting 
time for us to explore the history of quilt-
ing and the amazing ability of quilts to be 
functional while also telling a story and 
adding beauty to the home. The quilts will 
be on display at the Society from January 
24-March 11. To accommodate what we 
hope will be the many people who wish 
to see our quilt display, the Society will be 
open during this exhibit at the following 
times: Tuesdays and Thursdays: 10:00 – 
1:00, Saturdays: 10:00 – 2:00 There will 
be a suggested donation of $5 / person to 
help defray the costs of this special exhibit.

The Historical Society will offer the fol-
lowing programs while the quilts are in 
residence at the Society:

Saturday, February 4, 2:00 p.m. -  
Portraits in Petticoats, presented by 

quilt expert Kenda Bond
In this program, Kenda will talk about 

the everyday lives of women during the 
Revolutionary War era, including the role 
of quilting in their lives. “Patriots in Pet-
ticoats” is also the name of a quilt design 

created by Denice Lipscomb to honor 
women who played a part in the American 

Revolution. Kenda will talk about that 
quilt pattern and more!

Thursday, February 16, 7:00 p.m. 
-  Bed Turning, presented by quilt 

historian Joan Ruppman 
Joan will present a program where she talks 

about many of the quilts that have been 
loaned to the Society for this exhibit. “Bed 
turning” started as a social event back in 

the days of pioneer women. After spending 
the winter sewing warm, beautiful quilts, a 
woman would invite other ladies from the 

community to her home for refreshments 
and a time to show off all the quilts made 

over the winter. Because there were no 
large areas in their cabins to show off the 

quilts, the host would pile the quilts neatly 
on top of her bed, stacked on top of each 

other, and then reveal each quilt one-by-one 
while talking about the methods she used 
to make the quilt and the history behind it. 
Joan will re-create this wonderful social 

experience for our members and friends. Of 
course, refreshments will be served.

Tuesday, February 28, 7:00 p.m. 
-  Mini-Trunk Show by local quilter 

Jackie O’Laughlin 
Area resident Jackie O’Laughlin is a pro-
lific quilter and has won many awards and 
honors at local and national quilt shows. 
In this program, she will present some 

of her most interesting quilts and discuss 
their roots in the history of quilting.

Saturday, March 11, 11:00 a.m. 
-  Modern Quilting – More than 

Blankets by Lori Schierer 
Lori is a master of using quilting tech-

niques to make beautiful pieces that 
include beautiful blankets and so much 

more. Come hear Lori talk about her 
innovative modern quilts and how she 

makes wall hangings, bags, and  
other items using traditional  

quilting techniques.
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CHRISTMAS HOUSE TOUR
Please join us for our popular annual Christmas House Tour! 
This year’s tour will be held on Tuesday, December 13 from 
1-4 and 6-9 p.m. The following locations will be decorated in 
all their holiday finery and open for tours this year. Locations 
include:

1300 Westgate, Brent and Melissa Janssen
106 W. Holland, Butch and Pam Martin
104 Penny Lane, Becca Hahn
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Washington Historical Society

St. Mark’s will have representatives on hand to talk about the 
history of the church and some of the most interesting  
architectural details in the church. The Historical Society 
will have refreshments and feature member Jean Montgomery’s collection  
of antique Christmas ornaments that she has collected over 40 years. 

This is a “can’t miss” event! Tickets are available at Kimpling’s Ace,  
Step Back in Time, and Homespun and at www.washingtonilhs.com

MURAL WRAP UP
The Historical Society has completed our THIRD mural 
around the Washington square! This mural features the old 
round barn that was on Eldridge Street for nearly 6 decades 
and was the impetus for the founding of the Historical Soci-
ety itself. The mural is on the south wall of the Historical So-
ciety building at 128 Washington Square. We are grateful to 
our donors whose financial support made the mural possible. 

The theme of the mural focuses on the connection between 
one of Washington’s first landmarks and the creation of the 
Historical Society itself. The round dairy barn was built by 
local dairy farmer Fred Zimmerman in the 1910s based on 
the round barns that he had seen in use at the University of 
Illinois. The barn was used from the time of its construction, 

through various farm owners, until 1972 when it was taken out of operation. It sat abandoned and neglected until 1980 
when a group of local citizens banded together to try to purchase and save the round barn. The group was ultimately 
unsuccessful in saving the barn, but the effort had a silver lining: those citizens decided Washington needed a Histori-
cal Society that could educate people about Washington’s history and protect the physical items of Washington’s past. 
Thus, the Washington Historical Society was formed.

This year’s mural artist was Anat Ronen, who also completed last year’s mural for us (of the bandstands on the square) 
and participated in our first mural (profiling town founder William Holland). Anat is a gifted artist and we continue 
to be in awe of her talent!

  

 

 
  

      
      

 

 

Featuring 4 homes including 106 West Holland Street.   Refreshments at Historical Society.2022

Featuring 4 homes including 106 West Holland Street.   Refreshments at Historical Society.2022
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INTERVIEW WITH ANAT RONEN, MURAL ARTIST 
Everyone in Washington can see that Anat Ronen is a won-
derfully talented artist. We see visible evidence of this three 
times over, in each of the three murals she has completed for 
the Historical Society. We sat down with Anat to learn a little 
more about the person behind this fabulous art.

Anat was born and raised in Israel to parents who immigrated 
to Israel from South America; her grandparents had immi-
grated to South America from Eastern Europe. Anat’s grand-
father, Kurt Werner, had survived the Auschwitz concentra-
tion camp. As Anat said, the Holocaust was an ever-present 
part of life growing up in Israel, but her grandfather was per-
haps the most optimistic, happy, loving, and generous person 
she has ever known, and his positivity was a major influence 
on Anat. 

All young people in Israel must serve in the Israeli army. 
When she was 19, Anat was doing her army service when 
her mother died of cancer. That loss changed the trajectory 
of Anat’s life. When she finished her stint in the army, Anat 
wasn’t sure what to do next. She applied to an art school and 

was not accepted. She did a series of odd jobs while she dealt with the loss of her mother. She had her son at the 
age of 25, then started working in progressively better jobs in finance. She also dabbled in art, but in a way that 
many of us pursue hobbies that we don’t necessarily think are going to be careers. 

Change started happening when Anat was 34 years old and she and her then boyfriend (now husband) traveled 
to the United States for a three-week trip – their first and only vacation! Their time in the U.S. was so positive 
for them personally that as they returned to Israel at the end of the three weeks, they knew they needed to make 
a change in their lives. So, she, her son, and her boyfriend soon moved to the United States on a work visa. They 
started in Miami (too expensive), then tried living in Michigan (too cold), and finally landed in Houston where 
they thought the large, affordable city with the “just right” climate might be for them. After two years in the States, 
Anat took a major gamble and changed her visa to an Artist Visa in hopes that it would provide a clearer pathway 
to a green card. The Artist Visa meant that now Anat could only earn money by making art, so she was forced 
dedicate herself to an art career. 

At first, Anat used Craigslist to offer her services to draw illustrations or create graphic design, murals, etc. Within 
a year, it became clear that her main direction would be murals. She has created murals all over the United States 
and in countries all over the world: China, India, and throughout Europe and South America. After 10 years in the 
U.S., in 2015, Anat and her husband received their green cards, and get this: they became U.S. citizens on October 
12 of this year….just 3 days before arriving in Washington to paint our newest mural.

Anat speaks fluent English, Hebrew, and Spanish. She paints her murals using brushes and latex paint. Some 
clients ask her to paint a specific subject, while others allow for more artistic freedom. Her philosophy regarding 
historic murals is to always add something that is not historical that will transcend the mural and take it beyond the 
specific subject matter. In this way, she creates art that everyone can enjoy, even those who might not be interested 
in the historic subject matter. She typically lays out the mural using a grid, but sometimes projects an image on 
the wall and fills it in from there, and sometimes just paints the entire mural with freehand. Her favorite mural? 
The next one!



WALKING TOUR
WASHINGTON SQUARE

WILLIAM HOLLAND (1780–1871)  
WASHINGTON’S FOUNDER
The first settlement in the town of Washington or its vicinity was made in the 
spring of 1825 when William Holland, Sr. came here from Peoria, then Fort Clark, 
and built his first cabin near what is now the south end of Wood Street. He was a 
native of North Carolina and after arrival at Fort Clark was employed by the Unit-
ed States Government as a blacksmith for the Indians who inhabited this part of 
Illinois. During his long and eventful life, he married three times and was the father 
of 21 children, fourteen by his first wife and seven by his second. He had 82 grand-
children and 50 great-grandchildren. He laid out the town, started the first school, 
organized the first church services, and was involved in local government. Holland 
worked as a blacksmith, farmer, and grist mill owner, and donated the land for the 
Washington Square. William Holland, Sr. died at his residence in 1871.

The Historical Society contracted with Walldogs artists in July 2020 to paint a mu-
ral on the northwest corner of the square that illustrates the life of William Holland.
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YEAR END WRAP UP
THANK YOU, Members, for your ongoing support of the Historical Society. 
While you may not get a fancy membership card or admission to a world-class 
museum with your membership, you DO get the satisfaction of knowing that your 
financial support truly sustains the Society. Your membership makes it possible 
for the organization to do all the things we do to preserve Washington’s history, 
educate people about Washington’s history, and contribute to the cultural life in our 
community. In 2022, we:

Honored Washington native Gene McCoskey with this year’s Roots Award and 
hosted a program where he shared stories about his career and life’s philosophy; 

Visited 49 classrooms with our Trunks and Travels programs that teaches young 
people about Washington history;

Hosted our annual meeting for around 60 attendees with a program by Karen 
Smith about the abolitionist movement in Tazewell County;

Co-hosted our biannual garden walk with the Town & Country Gardeners; 

Hosted our annual Christmas House Tour featuring three beautiful Washington 
homes, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, and the Historical Society, all dressed  
up for Christmas;

Hosted an antiques roadshow event with antiques expert Kate Bateman; 

Held a program featuring 2021’s Roots Recipients, Dr. Marcus Jarboe  
and Dr. Christian Vercler;

Brought another gorgeous mural to Washington;

Held educational walking tours in conjunction with Autumn Fest on the square;

Hosted a program by antiques expert and romance novelist, Kate Bateman, about 
the importance of “story” in our lives and the intersection of her two careers;

Held a program by Gene Wallace about the Greater Peoria Honor Flight;

Continued to support the amazing Seward Johnson sculpture, “Return Visit,” 
right here in Washington;  

Welcomed numerous people to our building to do research or to see  
our displays;

Rented out our gorgeous new room to various groups for their use, including 
the Civil War Dance Society for dance practice, the Town and Country  
Gardeners and local P.E.O. for their meetings, and various wedding  
and baby showers; 

Sold flowers on May Day to help make the day a bit brighter for many  
in our community;

Refinished the original hardwood floors in our gorgeous old building;

Posted hundreds of old pictures on our Facebook page for community  
members to enjoy.

With your help, we did all these things and more in 2022, and we look  
forward to continuing our great work in 2023. Thank you, as always,  
for your continued support.

Thanks again, to this year’s Roots  
recipient, Gene McCoskey, who is a 

wonderful representative of Washington! 
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Prior to 1962, no streets outside of the city limits of Washington had official 
names and no houses had numbers. The city limits around that time bordered 
to the north at Devonshire Road, to the south at Oakwood Drive, east at Lynn 
Street, and west at Bondurant Street.

In late 1961, the Washington Fire Department, led by Fire Chief Tom Boyd, set 
the goal of naming every street within their fire protection district and giving 
every house a number. According to Boyd, giving the street and house number 
when calling in an emergency would be better than saying “the fire is 1 ½ miles 
west of the old Garber place.”

A public meeting was set to gather feedback on the potential road names. Resi-
dents especially invited, according to the invitation, included “old timers, postal 
officials, real estate officials, and rural residents.” Some roads had colloquially 
developed names over the years. The Fire Department wanted to honor those, 
but they were also concerned about some roads that had developed names based 
on families who did not live on the road anymore, and the potential confusion 
it could cause.

After the public meeting, Fire Chief Tom Boyd, Postmaster John Norris, Town-
ship Supervisor Dave Snell, and several real estate brokers met at the fire station 
in early 1962 to officially decide on the naming of the roads. 

One main issue was the naming of the fringes of Route 24. With Walnut Street 
and Peoria Street already named within the city, it only made sense to have dif-
ferent names for the east and west ends, so they came up with Eureka Road to 
the east and Washington Road to the west.

In the end, dozens of roads were named by the group in early 1962. Those roads 
were:

ASK THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
I’ve Always Wondered About….  
How Washington’s Streets Got Their Names

Caterpillar Lane

Cooper Road

County Line (now Taze-
wood) Road

Cruger Road

Cummings Lane

Deer Creek (now  
Dee Mack) Road

Diebel Road

Dutch Lane

Eureka Road

Foster Road

Grange Road

Groves Road  
(no longer exists)

Guth Road

Hickory Street

Heilman (now Hillman) 
Road

Highview Road

Hollands Grove Road

Hunziker Road

Inglewood Drive

Irish Lane

Legion Road

Liberty Lane

Linden Street

Linsley Street

Locust Street

Maple Lane  
(now Trails End)

Metamora Road  
(now North Main St)

Morton Road  
(now South Main St)

Nofsinger Road

Poplar Street

School Street

Schuck Road

Spring Creek Road

Springer Lane  
(no longer exists)

Sterling Street

Washington Road

Weaver Road  
(now Kern) 

Wilmor Road

Woodlawn 

(now Woodland) Trail

LEND US  
YOUR QUILTS!

If you have old, interesting, or beau-
tiful quilts that you would be willing 
to loan the Society for our special 
quilt exhibit, please bring them to the 
Society during the following times: 
Tuesday, January 10; Thursday, 
January 12 and Saturday, Janu-
ary 14 from 10:00 – 12:30 or other 
times by appointment. (Call Melissa 
at 773-425-0499 to make an appoint-
ment). We will ask for the following 
information when you drop off your 
quilt:
• Name of donor
•  Name of person who pieced  

the quilt
• Name of the quilter
• Year the quilt was made
•  How the quilt was made  

(hand pieced, machine pieced, 
applique, etc.)

• Pattern of the quilt
• Any history, if known, of the quilt
• Other notable facts about the quilt
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LAST MONTH’S QUESTION:  
PLEASE SHARE A MEMORY OF YOUR FAVORITE TEENAGE HANGOUT IN WASHINGTON.

Responses include:

Washington Skateland - Angela Birkner McElvea

A&W, Unkle Woody’s, and Tally Ho sitting by the front window -Bev Riggins

Miss Whit and her teaching skills starting when I was about 5. That’s where my musi-
cal career got started along with drum lessons with Gene Thrailkill – Bob Bachman

Palanza’s Pizza in Sunnyland, A&W, Unkle Woody’s – Wink McCoskey

Mr. Quicks in Sunnyland – Diane Folkerts Hillenburg

Summer’s Dairy for one of their really thick shakes – Steve Lott

Spudnuts Donuts in Sunnyland before school – Pamela Benedict

Marci’s Pizza for the best pizza of all time – Tim Curley

Unkle Woody’s – Kris Wilson

Rec Club on Friday nights at the City Hall on the square. We would dance to the latest 
records. I think it was a summer activity. Can’t remember it interfering with school 
activities. High schoolers only and parents would chaperon. – Duane Ary

Going to Holland’s for a freezie, Charleston Chew, and to say hello to Elaine Lucas! – 
Cally Griffith

Sock Hops in the Girl’s Old Gym – Leonard William Turvill

The Refuge – Kathy Bireline Gilomen

Unkle Woody’s long ago! – Allene Harms

YOUR HISTORY MATTERS, TOO!
Yes, your history is important! We are asking members to share their remembrances of Washington. Responses will be com-
piled and shared in the next newsletter and archived to help future historians learn about OUR time in Washington.

Please share a memory of your favorite or unusual winter holiday memory in Washington.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return your remembrance to the Historical Society at P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571  
or via email to washingtonilhs@gmail.com



December 2022 WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY  7

WHEN ISU WAS ALMOST  
SITED IN WASHINGTON… 

In February 1857 the state of Illinois 
passed an act to establish a “normal 
school,” i.e. a teacher’s college. The 
Illinois State Board of Education got 
to work seeking bids from cities to be 
the home for such a university. To the 
cities, this was a significant chunk of 
money to invest but it could have a tre-
mendous payoff in development and 
growth.

Only four bids in the entire state were 
received, from Bloomington, Peoria, 
Batavia, and Washington.

In cash and land value, Bloomington 
was offering a bid of $140,000 (over 
$4 million in today’s money). Peoria, 
which was exploding in population 
in the 1850s and was nearing 14,000 
residents, put together a bid of around 
$80,000 ($2.5 million).

Batavia, roughly the same size of Wash-
ington at the time in what is now the 
far west suburbs of Chicago, already 
had a large school structure building to 
sweeten their bid, the Batavia Institute. 
Their bid came in at $45,000 (~ $1.5 
million).

Washington, only 32 years removed 
from William Holland arriving and 
with a population of around 1,500, saw 
the potential for such an opportunity 
and a group of stockholders put togeth-
er a bid for $20,000 (~$600,000 today).

It (the bid) consisted of the 
Washington Academy: a fine 
lot in the center of the city, 430 
feet by 120. The whole amount 
offered by Washington was 
$20,000. This sum, from a place 
the size of Washington, seemed 

to take the committee with a 
sort of agreeable surprise. It 
evinced on the part of our en-
terprising little neighbor an 
energy and disposition to “go 
ahead;” a desire for the real 
benefit of her citizens which 
many larger places might prof-
itably take example by. (Chica-
go Tribune 5/12/1857)

The area offered as part of the bid 
for the new state school was the 
northern half of the block border 
by Main, Catherine, High, and Hol-
land.

As you may be able to predict, On May 
7, 1857, Bloomington was awarded the 
school. The village of North Blooming-
ton later changed its name to Normal in 
honor of the school which is now Illi-
nois State University.

Our citizens will see by this 
report, that though it shows us 
to be mere pigmies in stature 
alongside of the giants Bloom-
ington and Peoria, yet they 
could not but admire our spunk 
in entering the list as a compet-
itor for such a prize. Though 
defeated, we have gained 
strength by the contest; and if 
Bloomington has honorably 
won the State Institution, we 
have remaining to us a noble 
local Institution which is wor-
thy of our efforts, and around 
which all our affections should 
be enshrined. (Washington In-
vestigator 5/1857)

BUILDING RE-
MODEL WRAP UP

With the completion of our 
floors in November, the His-
torical has finally completed 
the large projects necessary 
to remodel our building on 
the square. We would like to 
thank all of the many con-
tractors who shared their pro-
fessional expertise and talent 
with us and who did such 
great work for the Society: 

Alpha to Omega Movers 
Arch Masonry  
Construction 
B. A. Ward, Inc. 
Dick Rich Plumbing 
Fish Window Cleaning 
G & K Lawrence Painting, 
LLC 
Ike Hatchett Floor  
Refinishing 
J. A. Fritch 
Kelly Glass Inc. 
Kev’s Kans
Kreiling Roofing Co. 
P. J. Hoerr, Inc. 
Ralph’s Flooring 
River City Construction 
LLC 
RNS Electric, Inc. 
SNS Construction



PO Box 54 
Washington, IL 61571

(309) 444-4793

Help the Washington Historical Society 
Remember: an easy way to help support the mission of the Washington Historical Society is to designate us as 
your preferred beneficiary through Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards. Both of those programs 
send money back to your designated charity based on your everyday purchases. To select the Washington 
Historical Society as your preferred beneficiary for Kroger, please go to: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/
community-rewards, and for Amazon, please go to: https://smile.amazon.com. Every dollar helps!

SHARE THE GIFT OF WASHINGTON 
THIS SEASON
The Washington Historical Society has beautiful  
notecards, Christmas ornaments, and mugs that each 
feature parts of the 2020 or the 2021 mural. These items 
are available at Define the Home or can be ordered by 
contacting the WHS at washingtonilhs@gmail.com.  
All proceeds benefit the Washington Historical Society.

MUGS
$10

PACK OF 10 
NOTECARDS

$12

CHRISTMAS 
ORNAMENTS

$12


