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ANNUAL MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 24 – 7:00

It is once again time for the annual 
meeting of the WHS. Please mark 
your calendar for Monday, April 

24 at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will take 
place at our beautiful building on the 
square. Refreshments will be served 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Following this year’s regular business 
meeting, Robert D. Sampson, a retired 
writer and college professor, will give 
a presentation entitled, “Ballists, Dead 
Beats, and Muffins: Inside Early Base-
ball in Illinois.” In Peoria and nearly 
1,000 other places, Illinoisans couldn’t 
get enough of baseball in the years after 
the Civil War. The story of its rise and 
decline includes gambling, physical 
confrontations, and lots of fun and hu-
mor. Robert D. Sampson taps a wealth 
of archival research to transport read-
ers to an era when an epidemic of “base 
ball on the brain” raged from Alton to 
Yorkville. Focusing on the years 1865 
to 1869, Sampson offers a vivid por-
trait of a game where local teams and 
civic ambition went hand in hand and 
teams of paid professionals displaced 
gentlemen’s clubs devoted to sporting 
fair play. This preoccupation with com-
petition sparked rules disputes and con-
troversies over imported players while 

the game itself mirrored society by ex-
cluding Black Americans and women. 
The new era nonetheless brought out 
paying crowds to watch the Rock Is-
land Lively Turtles, Fairfield 
Snails, and other teams take the 
field up and down the state.

Robert D. Sampson is a re-
tired writer and college pro-
fessor who spent nearly a 
decade researching the rise 
and decline of baseball 
in Illinois between 1865-
1870. He is the author of 
“John L. O’Sullivan and 
His Times” (Kent State 
University Press, 2003) 
and numerous articles in 
academic journals. He is 
reputedly the “slowest 
man in vintage base 
ball,” a game played 
with the rules, equip-
ment, and uniforms of 
the 1860 era and edits 
the Journal of the Il-
linois State Histori-
cal Society.

Leave your fancy clothes in the closet on 
the 24th; we’re encouraging all attendees 

to wear their favorite baseball-related / 
team apparel to this program.
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MAY DAY BASKETS
 
May Day Baskets will be made by the Washington Historical Society again 
this year and will be available for purchase for $5.00. The baskets are each 
handmade with real planted flowers.

PLAN TO PICKUP:  
SATURDAY, APRIL 29   
10AM – NOON    
128 WASHINGTON SQUARE

Submit completed form with check payment to: 

WHS, PO Box 54, Washington, IL 61571 
Orders must be postmarked by April 22, 2023

Purchased by ________________________________________  

phone ____________________________________________________

email ____________________________________________________

address  __________________________________________________  

# of baskets  _______ x $5/per  _______  = $_______

page

It’s not too late to see the beautiful quilt exhibit at 
the Historical Society! The quilts will be on display 
through March 11. You will want to make plans to 

stop in to see the quilts before they are all returned to 
their owners – this is a terrific display!  The Society is 
open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 – 1:00, 
and on Saturdays from 10:00 – 2:00. There will be 
a suggested donation of $5 / person to help defray 
the costs of this special exhibit. The final program 
is on March 11 at 11:00 a.m. -  Modern Quilting – 
More than Blankets, by Lori Schierer. Lori is a 
master of using quilting techniques to make beau-
tiful pieces that include beautiful blankets and so 
much more. Come hear Lori talk about her inno-
vative modern quilts and how she makes wall 
hangings, bags, and other items using tradition-
al quilting techniques. Please come join us for 
this wonderful program and the last day of the 
exhibit.

ALL ABOUT QUILTS!

Saturday, March 11 – 11:00 a.m.  
Modern Quilting: More than Blankets.  

Program by Lori Schierer

Monday, April 24 – 7:00 p.m.  
128 Washington Square - WHS Annual 

Meeting with presentation by  
Robert D. Sampson 

Saturday, April 29  
May Day Baskets distributed

September 23  
Downtown Specialty Shops Fall Fest –  
the WHS will conduct History Walking 

Tours in conjunction with this event

December 12  
WHS Christmas House Tour
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BRICK SALES

The Washington Historical 
Society has a unique op-
portunity for WHS mem-

bers to purchase 150-year-old 
Barr bricks for your landscaping 
or building projects at home.

The bricks were originally 
used in the old brick streets in 
Washington. When the streets 
were resurfaced, the bricks were 
removed and saved for future use. 
The Washington Historical Society, with the help of adult and 
student volunteers, saved these bricks from destruction and 
prepared them to be ready for sale.

The bricks are loaded on pallets of approximately 275 bricks 
each and are available for purchase for $275 / pallet plus a $50 
/ pallet local delivery charge. The Historical Society is offer-
ing this unique opportunity first to our members but will make 
the bricks available to the general public beginning in April. 

If you would like more information or would like to purchase 
one or more pallets of bricks, please contact the Society at 
washingtonilhs@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Washington Historical Society is always looking for 
volunteers to help keep the organization moving forward. 
If you are interested in volunteering for the Society, we in-
vite you to come to the Society on Thursday, March 23 at 
10:30 a.m. to talk about our volunteer needs. Or, you can 
review the areas listed below and let us know if you have 
any interest in occasionally helping us out with any of them. 
Remember: this is not a binding commitment to help every 
time we reach out! Rather, when we reach out to our volun-
teers when we have a need, you will always have the option 
to decline or to help if you are available. 

We hope you will consider becoming part of our team!

•  Education Presenter – Help with our Time Travels 
in Trunks programs in the schools, assist with historic 
walking tours and other educational program help as 
needed

•  Research – We are always on the lookout for new 
research papers. If you like history, we’d love to have 
you share your research and writing talents with us to 
research historic topics or to help preserve today’s stories 
that will be tomorrow’s history.

•  Displays – We periodically change the displays at our 
headquarters and would appreciate assistance with physi-
cally setting up and preparing the displays.

•  Events – We always need help making our events hap-
pen. This could include “house sitters” for our Christ-
mas House Tour, bakers who make cookies for events, 
Garden Walk ticket takers, setting up for presentations at 
our headquarters, or other general assistance at our other 
events.

•  Building Maintenance – We would love to have help 
with basic light cleaning and maintenance of our build-
ing. This could be done on a regular or as-needed basis.

For more information or to sign up to be one of our  
volunteers, please contact the Society at  

washingtonilhs@gmail.com or call 309-444-4793

We’d like to offer a huge thank you to Buddy Lersch and 
Leri Slonneger for spearheading the effort to assemble the 
100-year old Barr Brick pavers so that we can sell them as a 

fundraiser for the Washington Historical Society.  
Buddy and Leri worked for six months to salvage nearly  

100 pallets of bricks so that they can be sold and  
repurposed within the community. We’d also like to thank 

those high school students, parents, and community  
members that showed up on Saturday and Sunday mornings 

to stack and load bricks onto pallets. It was quite a task. 
Finally, we thank Scott Weaver for sharing his time and 

equipment to move the completed stack bricks.

Thank you to John and Mary Schultz for helping maintain 
our old clocks at the WHS. John is also a talented  

woodworker who was able to repair a wooden table  
for our use. Thank you John and Mary Schultz!



March 2023 WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY  4

CHRIS EBERT COMPANY – WELLS & PUMPS

Stretching back into the late 1800s, 
Chris Ebert Company – Wells & 
Pumps is a company that’s grown 

alongside the City of Washington, hav-
ing deep ties within the community, 
and continues to tout family values as 
it looks toward the future. 

Beginning in 1888 as the Ebert Broth-
ers, the company reached a great divide 
after a falling out between brothers 
Chris and Mike at the turn of the centu-
ry. This saw the end of Ebert Brothers 
and the formation of two new compa-
nies – Chris Ebert Wells & Pumps and 
M. Ebert Co. Sticking with his Wash-
ington roots, Chris maintained his 
business in the community, building it 
up through the home he purchased on 
Eldridge Street in 1896. The structures 
that now stand around the home were 
originally built by Chris Ebert working 
day-by-day on the project. These be-
came part of the business and allowed 
it to stay centrally located. 

Taking over for their father, sons Ray 
and Harold “Fox” Ebert stuck with the 
company’s Washington roots and con-
tinued to build the business up. After 
he retired, the next Ebert to take the 
company over was young Bob in 1965, 
who’d grown up watching his grandfa-
ther, father, and uncle pour their hearts 
into the company. Taking inspiration 
from their core values, Bob kept with 
the heritage of the company and contin-
ued to push forward with family values.

Over the years, Eberts watched the 
industry change, phasing out steam 
machine drilling and replacing it with 
gasoline, then diesel-powered drilling 
equipment.  But one thing always re-
mained firm at its core – family values 
and strong faith. Bob’s late wife, Sher-
ry, said this in 2014 about the company 
her husband’s family built:  “It’s been 
a family thing. Consistency and good 
work. We try to keep it reasonable and 
work with the customer. We’re consis-
tent and considerate.” She added that 
the long tradition of quality work led 
to word-of-mouth recommendation 
throughout the area. “It’s all word of 
mouth.”

When Bob retired at the end of 2020, 
his grandson Tyler took over the family 
business. Today the business is run out 
of Tyler’s house on Foster Road. Like 
seemingly everyone in business today, 
one of his biggest challenges is finding 
qualified employees to hire. The com-
pany continues to be very busy today – 
drilling water wells for residential and 
commercial property, as well as farms. 
The company also still provides ser-
vice on existing municipal wells and 
repairs wells and pumps, water sys-
tems, and pressure tanks. Tyler is mar-
ried to his wife, Ashley, and they have 
one son, Everett, who is two years old. 
Will Everett one day be the sixth gen-
eration Ebert to run the company?

In Memory:  
Sherry Ebert 

The Historical Society fondly  
remembers our dear friend,  

Sherry Ebert, who passed away 
November 24, 2022. As seen in 

the article at left, Sherry was very 
involved in the Ebert family busi-
ness, Chris Ebert Company Well 
Drilling. She was also a founding 
member of the Washington Histor-
ical Society and our dear friend. 
Sherry coordinated the Society’s 

Christmas House Tour for 14 years 
– a big job which she managed 
with grace and her ever-present 

smile. We all “stand on the shoul-
ders of those who came before 

us,” and Sherry certainly provided 
the Historical Society with a solid 

foundation for those who came 
after her. We will miss her.
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How About Fountain in 
Square? ‘Sounds good, Go 

Ahead,’: City Council 
A bubbling lighted fountain and 
pool in the center of the Square by 
Spring was given the green light 
by city officials Tuesday night as 
the city agreed to look favorably 
on such a project. The Town and 
Country Gardeners appeared at 
the City Council meeting with 
Rene Schneider of Sprinkler Ir-
rigation Corp., East Peoria, with 
sketches and plans for a foun-
tain-pool. Mrs. Rufus Rich, pres-
ident of the garden club, said the 
club would provide for purchase 
of the pool if the city would give 
permission for its erection and 
assume maintenance. Mrs. Rich 
said that the fountain is the sec-
ond phase of the club’s plans for 
the Square, the first being plant-
ing of trees and shrubs which was 
done last year. Cost of the foun-
tain itself, estimated to be in the 
neighborhood of $2,000, would 
be raised by the garden club 
through means not announced. 
This does not include electrical 
work and masonry.

 

Local Swim Pool a Possibility, 
Council Agrees 

How about a swimming pool 
for Washington? asked Ald. Or-
ville Meyer at the City Coun-
cil meeting Tuesday night. “We 
have some property,” he volun-
teered and said that he believed a 
tax-supported pool would be able 
to be successful when a private 
pool doesn’t seem to be profit-
able. Meyer noted that Metamo-
ra is half-way through a drive to 
build an $80,000 pool there and 
that Morton will open a new pool 
this year.

WCHS Begins Chess Club,  
Has 30 Members 

A chess club has been recently 
organized by Ronald Stagen at 
WaCoHi with approximately 30 
members. The newly elected offi-
cers are: Rich Van Pelt, president; 
Collins Bruer, vice-president; 
Steve Mason, secretary; and John 
Berry, treasurer. The club has a 
playing schedule and meets every 
Tuesday night after school. This is 
the first club of its type to be orga-
nized at WaCoHi.

Mostly Adults Hit by Flu  
Virus; Eye 3 More  
Dangerous Months 

Mostly adults have been strick-
en with the “near epidemic” flu 
scourge in this area in the last 
few weeks, a Reporter survey 
has disclosed. Schools have re-
ported only a slight increase in 
absentees and at least one MD 
said that adults who get the virus 
seem to be sicker for days longer. 
Washington High School officials 
said that only about 8 to 10 more 
students than normal have been 
absent this week and only one 
teacher is stricken.

6 HS Debaters In Sectional 
Meet Saturday

Six WaCoHi debaters and their 
advisers are preparing for the 
Sectional Debate Tourney to be 
held Saturday, March 9. John 
Cochran and Jim Keely com-
prise the negative team and Phil 
Blumenshine and John McLees 
make up the affirmative team. 
Paul Stark and Cinda Fulton are 
standing by as substitutes for the 
group if one of the members is 
ill. The topic to be debated is, 
“That the United States Should 
Promote a Common Market for 
the Western Hemisphere.” Ivan 
Sparling, instructor and debate 
coach at WaCoHi and Roger 
Swift, student teacher from Eu-
reka College, will accompany 
the group.

ARCHIVES FROM THE TAZEWELL 
COUNTY REPORTER – 
MARCH 1963

GET OUT FLARES FOR BREAK-UPS 

City Street Supt. John Williams has been urged to get out his 
emergency lights and barricades. The annual breakup of city 

streets – especially brick-paved North and South Main –  
is expected to begin any time. The annual heaving  

as a result of spring thaws, has been known to develop  
dangerous holes in a matter of hours.

FROM 
THE
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LAST MONTH’S QUESTION:  
PLEASE SHARE A MEMORY OF YOUR FAVORITE  
OR UNUSUAL WINTER HOLIDAY MEMORY  
IN WASHINGTON.

We would gather at 307 E. Jefferson, the home of Ada 
Zinser Kern, my great grandmother. The beloved screen 
porch of summer was too cold – but as a child I remem-
ber it became an extended refrigerator for all our food! A 
window opened from the kitchen to a table with all the 
food, safe and perfectly chilled – yes, the porch / icebox 
for Christmas! – Zoe Diebel Hendrix

YOUR HISTORY MATTERS, TOO!
Yes, your history is important! We are asking members to share their remembrances of Washington. Responses will be com-
piled and shared in the next newsletter and archived to help future historians learn about OUR time in Washington.

Please share your favorite local baseball or softball memory, either for yourself as a player  
or watching other teams, including backyard games or games organized through a league.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return your remembrance to the Historical Society at P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571  
or via email to washingtonilhs@gmail.com

You’ve heard it before. “William 
Holland was a blacksmith for 
the government.” Let’s dig a 

little deeper and find out exactly what 
exactly that means.  

Conflicts with the Native Americans 
were inevitable as the white man moved 
west. To make these encounters go as 
smoothly as possible, in 1806, the Fed-
eral Government created “Indian Agen-
cies” in larger settlements. Most agen-
cies would have an agent in charge, an 
interpreter, and a blacksmith.

The legal intent of the branch was to 
act in the mutual interest of the Natives 
and the settlers, monitoring trade, re-
solving disputes, and remunerating Na-
tive Americans for the lands being tak-
en from them as per treaty agreements.  

Informally, another job of the Indian 
Agency was to assimilate the Natives 
into the European American culture, 
stripping away their customs and tradi-

tions and weakening their native iden-
tity. Beyond the role of simply being 
used as a “repairman” for the Native 
American people, the agency black-
smith, in the government’s eyes, was 
seen as an opportunity to “domesti-
cate” the tribes.

Agency blacksmith repairs included 
work on Native American guns and 
traps, but most likely included crafting 
kettles and other iron items. In addi-
tion, it has been speculated that some 
creative smiths may have fabricated en-
tirely new items for Native customers 
during down times of repair. The Na-
tives were known to watch the black-
smith closely, and it wasn’t out of the 
question to find them working with the 
smith’s equipment while he was away.

WILLIAM HOLLAND AS GOVERNMENT BLACKSMITH PEACEMAKER
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
Remember: 2023 dues should be paid by our annual meeting on April 24. Your dues make all the work of the Washington 
Historical Society. Our members truly sustain the organization; we would not exist without you!

Please fill out the following form and return it with a check by April 24 to:  
Washington Historical Society; PO Box 54; Washington, IL 61571

Name_____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________ 

City________________________  State_____  Zip_________

Email________________________  Phone_______________

Choose your membership level:

	 m	Student/ Free     m	Individual/ $30          m	Family/ $45     

	 m	Business/ $75     m	Golden/ $150       m	Lifetime/ $400

	 m	Lifetime/ $1000 + Donation to WHS Capital Campaign

Employee Matching:                ____________________________________________ 

(employer name & address)   ____________________________________________ 

Name_____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________ 

City________________________  State_____  Zip_________

Email________________________  Phone_______________

Choose their membership level:

	 m	Student/ Free      m	Individual/ $30          m	Family/ $45     

	 m	Business/ $75     m	Golden/ $150       m	Lifetime/ $400

	 m	Lifetime/ $1000 + Donation to WHS Capital Campaign

Mail check to: WHS, P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571 or visit: https://washingtonilhs.com/membership-3/

2023 Membership- Washington Historical Society Please send a gift membership to:

The 1902 publication of “History of 
Peoria County” by David McCulloch, 
states:  “James Latham, formerly Pro-
bate Judge of Sangamon County, ar-
rived with his family in 1821 as Indian 
Agent in the company of John Hamlin 
and William Holland as government 
blacksmith.”

Evidence to the contrary, however, con-
firmed that the Peoria sub-agency had 
no blacksmith as late as 1822. The only 
two people paid by the government 
from the Peoria office in 1822 were the 
head agent and an interpreter, neither of 
them being William Holland. The first 
time William Holland was seen in gov-
ernment ledgers is the first quarter of 
1824, which means he was hired in the 
last quarter of 1823.

In the fall of 1824, there was a dis-
pute between Holland and the Natives, 
to the point where they attacked his 
home. A letter sent to Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs William Clark (of Lew-
is & Clark fame) from James Latham 

asked for a new blacksmith because of 
the hostility. Holland then relocated to 
present-day Washington the following 
spring.

Danger did exist with William Hol-
land’s job as the blacksmith to Native 
Americans, but dealing with the Natives 
could probably be characterized like 
any other sociological construct: there 
are good people and bad people. From 
his 1868 book, “Pages from the Early 
History of the West and Northwest,” 
Rev. S. R. Beggs states that the Na-
tive Americans “were at that time very 
troublesome, and his (Holland’s) fami-
ly was at times in great peril; and yet he 
remained at his post of duty for several 
years.” In another account, son Lawson 
Holland recounts: “He was regarded as 
a friend (by the Natives), and his coun-
sel was at all times sought.”

From 1825-1827, there are no records 
of Holland working as a government 
blacksmith, but during this time an 
abundance of records listed him as a 

main player in the organization of the 
city of Peoria and in the creation of 
Tazewell County.

Interestingly, documented evidence 
shows that Holland was back working 
as a blacksmith for the Potawatomi un-
der Indian Agent Peter (Pierre) Menard 
Jr. from at least 1828 to 1831, earning 
a salary of roughly $1200 per year. Ad-
justed for inflation, his salary would 
earn him roughly $35,000 today.  

With most of the Native American pop-
ulation moving northward toward the 
Rock River, on January 28, 1831, Su-
perintendent William Clark approved a 
recommendation from Menard to move 
the Peoria agency to that area.

With William Holland concluding his 
duties as a government blacksmith in 
1831, he went back to municipality or-
ganization. He was appointed both the 
Tazewell County Commissioner and 
Coroner in that year. Holland laid out 
the town of Washington in 1834.  



PO Box 54 
Washington, IL 61571

(309) 444-4793

Help the Washington Historical Society 
Remember: an easy way to help support the mission of the Washington Historical Society is to designate us as 
your preferred beneficiary through Kroger Community Rewards. This program sends money back to your desig-
nated charity based on your everyday purchases. To select the Washington Historical Society as your preferred 
beneficiary for Kroger, please go to: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
Every dollar helps!


