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WILLIAM HOLLAND (1780–1871)  
WASHINGTON’S FOUNDER
The first settlement in the town of Washington or its vicinity was made in the 
spring of 1825 when William Holland, Sr. came here from Peoria, then Fort Clark, 
and built his first cabin near what is now the south end of Wood Street. He was a 
native of North Carolina and after arrival at Fort Clark was employed by the Unit-
ed States Government as a blacksmith for the Indians who inhabited this part of 
Illinois. During his long and eventful life, he married three times and was the father 
of 21 children, fourteen by his first wife and seven by his second. He had 82 grand-
children and 50 great-grandchildren. He laid out the town, started the first school, 
organized the first church services, and was involved in local government. Holland 
worked as a blacksmith, farmer, and grist mill owner, and donated the land for the 
Washington Square. William Holland, Sr. died at his residence in 1871.

The Historical Society contracted with Walldogs artists in July 2020 to paint a mu-
ral on the northwest corner of the square that illustrates the life of William Holland.

ROOTS AWARD RECIPIENT

The Washington Historical Society is pleased to an-
nounce this year’s Roots recipient, Dr. Tim Allshouse. 
Dr. Allshouse is the Director of Bands at Blue Springs 

High School in Blue Springs, Missouri. During his tenure, the 
Blue Springs Band has performed in the Macy’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade three times, the Tournament of Roses Parade 
twice, and a Presidential Inaugural Parade. The Blue Springs 
Marching Band has been a Bands of America Super Region-
al Finalist collectively 28 times in St. Louis, Indianapolis, 
Atlanta, and San Antonio, as well as a multiple-time Grand 
National Finalist. The Blue Springs Concert and Jazz Bands 
have performed at the state music conference in Missouri 
eight times in the last fourteen years. The jazz ensemble was 
the featured entertainment at the prestigious Tournament of 
Roses Presidential Breakfast as well as the national School 
Board Association and the SYTA Convention on two occa-
sions. The Blue Springs Band Department is a recipient of 
the prestigious Sousa Foundation Award: The Sudler Shield, 
and is Missouri’s only Grammy Signature Music Program.

Dr. Allshouse graduated from Washington Community High 
School in 1988. He received his bachelor’s degree from In-
diana University in both instrumental and music education 
where he studied conducting with Ray Cramer and Stephen 
W. Pratt. He received his master’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Missouri and his doctorate from the University of 
Kansas. Dr. Allshouse serves on the national adviso-
ry board and is an adjudicator/clinician for Music 
For All/Bands of America. Dr. Allshouse also serves as 
a general clinician, honor band conductor, and drill designer 
throughout the country.

An interviewer once noted that Tim’s band, the Blue Springs 
High School Marching Band, had been invited to perform in 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade three times, in 2005, 
2010, and 2019. He asked Tim to explain the secret to his 
success, and Tim said this:

  We have been very fortunate to have had some very 
special performance opportunities. The cornerstone 
of our organization is the culture that we hope to de-
velop. Our motto is: “A Culture of Unstoppable 
Commitment.” Unstoppable commitment at the 
root means you are “all in—all of the time. Not 
just when you feel like it. It is a way of life….it is 

An interviewer once noted that Tim’s band, the Blue Springs An interviewer once noted that Tim’s band, the Blue Springs 

Tim and Family

continued on page 2
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in your blood. Especially when you do 
not feel like it, that commitment is even 
more important.” We believe the little 
things become big things. Removing 
your hat when you come into the band 
hall. Being a nice human. Using thank 
you, please, yes sir/no sir and respecting 
every individual for who they are and 
understanding that all of our unique tal-
ents come together to make our group. 
The importance of being teachable is also 
stressed.

We believe if you take care of the so called “little 
things” [and we don’t believe they are little] that 
the big things take care of themselves, and then 
if you are really lucky, some cool opportunities 
may occasionally come along. We believe in the 
process and being the best version of ourselves 
each day. We want to be able to end the day, the 
week, the year being able to look each other in the 
eye: our brothers and sisters in the band, knowing 
we did everything we could for our family [both 
on the fi eld/stage and off] because they deserve 
the best of us.

Tim resides in Blue Springs, Missouri with his 
daughters Erica and Savannah. Erica is pursuing 
a career in pediatrics and Savannah is beginning 
college this fall at the University of Missouri pur-
suing nursing. Tim’s greatest joy was sharing the 
music experience with his daughters as they went 
through the Blue Springs Band program. Any-
thing that the band students enjoyed was most 
likely due to his daughter’s ideas! Tim’s parents 
live in Washington and the family enjoys the 
yearly trips to Washington and the Square. Tim’s 
mom Barb was a saxophonist in Ms. Whit’s band 
in Washington. Tim is proud to call Washington 
his childhood home and attributes many of his 
beliefs and how he approaches education to his 
upbringing by the wonderful town of Washing-
ton and the incredible teachers he had while in 
school.

The Washington Historical Society is proud 
to call Dr. Tim Allshouse one of Washington’s 
own and we are pleased to honor him with this 
well-deserved recognition.  

Tim will give a presentation here in Washing-
ton on Sunday, September 10 at 2:00 to talk 
about his career and his time growing up in 
Washington. The presentation will be open to 
the public. We hope to see you there.

WALKING TOURS AT AUTUMN FEST – 
SEPTEMBER 23

The Historical Society is pleased 
to offer historic walking tours 
again during this year’s Autumn 

Fest on the square. This year’s Au-
tumn Fest will take place on Septem-
ber 23 and will feature live music, food 
trucks, family activities, and specials 
at the shops on the square. In conjunc-
tion with the festivities, we will offer 
20–30-minute walking tours at 5:00 
and 6:00 that leave from our front door 
at 128 Washington Square and will 
highlight various stories from Wash-
ington’s history. Walkups will be ac-
cepted, but space on each tour may be 
limited; to ensure your spot and to let 
us know you’re coming, please send an 
email to washingtonilhs@gmail.com with your name, the number of 
people in your party, and the tour time you prefer. Paper sign-ups will 
also be available at Autumn Fest. These walking tours will be led by 
guides who are knowledgeable about Washington’s history and may 
feature a surprise or two. We hope to see you there!
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ed States Government as a blacksmith for the Indians who inhabited this part of 
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 CHRISTMAS 
HOUSE TOUR, DECEMBER 12

Please join us for our popular annual Christmas House Tour! This 
year’s tour will be held on Tuesday, December 12 from 1-4 and 
6-9 p.m. The Historical Society offi ce and four beautiful Wash-

ington homes will be decorated in all their holiday fi nery and open for 
tours this year. You know this is always a fun event. Call your friends 
and mark off the day so that you will be sure to enjoy this popular 
community event and get yourself in the holiday spirit. Tickets will be 
available as we get closer to the event at various local retailers and on 
the Historical Society website www.washingtonilhs.com.
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WEDDING DRESSES THROUGH 
THE AGES

Did you enjoy our lovely quilt exhibit last winter? 
Please make plans now to join us for this year’s spe-
cial exhibit – Wedding Dresses Through the Ages. 

We will ask residents and friends with wedding dresses and 
bridesmaid dresses, both old and new, to loan them to us for 
this special exhibit. The dresses will be lovingly cared for 
while in our custody and will be returned to their owners at 
the end of the exhibit. In addition to displaying the dress-
es, we will offer several programs about weddings, dress-
es, and the traditions that celebrate life’s special moments. 
More information about this exhibit will be forthcoming in 
the December Heritage Herald. If you have a special wed-
ding or bridesmaid dress in your attic (or basement, or hid-
den closet…), now is the time to start tracking it down. We 
look forward to sharing your special story with our patrons!

YOUR HISTORY MATTERS, TOO!
Yes, your history is important! We are asking members to share their remembrances of Washington. Responses will be 
compiled and shared in the next newsletter and archived to help future historians learn about OUR time in Washington.

Please share one of your favorite memories of homecoming, either before, during, or after 
your time as a student at Washington High School.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return your remembrance to the Historical Society at P.O. Box 54, Washington, IL 61571 
or via email to washingtonilhs@gmail.com

I HAVE A STORY TO TELL – 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 16

Make plans now to join us for I Have a Story to Tell, 
a program where several Washington residents 
will reminisce about the neighborhoods, teachers, 

coaches, pranks, and lessons learned from growing up in 
our community. This program will take place at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Historical Society.

NEW MEMBERS
We are thrilled to welcome the following new members who 
have joined the Society in 2023:

Erin Armstrong Katie Beale
Steve and Marilyn Brown Byron Buck
Dave and Deb Campbell Sue Hogren
Keith Holtzman Madeline Locke
Sullivan Madden Wendy and John Norlin
Craig and Julie Rogers Jennifer Sears-Pigliucci
SNS Construction Services Meg Sutherland

FUN TIMES ON THE SQUARE

The Washington Historical Society building is used 
frequently for meetings of local groups, baby show-
ers, the Civil War Dancers and others. One fun group 

this summer was the battery and pit percussion students 
from the Washington Community High School Marching 
Band. Several parents hosted their luncheon during band 
camp at the Historical Society. The kids were great and 
lunch smelled amazing!
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ASK THE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY:
I’ve Always Wondered About….  
The History of Pleasant View 
School? 

By Karen Ghighi

One room schools once rose against 
a rural background. Their pur-
pose was education through 

eighth grade. Many have been trans-
formed into homes or museums or are 
simply a whisper on the wind. As a new 
school year begins, the history of those 
one-room schools is often all that remains.
In 1948, several one room schools consol-
idated which brought Pleasant View Dis-
trict 622 into being. Six districts: Stormer 
on Dutch Lane, Cottonwood on Cruger, 
Pleasant View on Rt 24, Green Ridge on 
Irish Lane as well as Franklin and part of 
Jefferson school consolidated.
In 1961, Liberty was the last one room 
school in Tazewell County. It was locat-
ed at the corner of Dutch Lane and Main 
Street. It was consolidated into District 
622 in 1961. The new school was built 
one mile east and one mile south of Wash-
ington on a site formerly occupied by Cal-
vary Mennonite church. Calvary moved 
the church to Washington. 
Washington contractor Willis Hett was 
hired to build the new school at a cost of 
$104,627. Since he was non-union, he was 
able to hire non-union workers. By April 
1949 the interior and exterior walls were 
nearing completion. The roof was not 
started. Layford Wright a nearby farmer, 
was watchman for the school. He turned 
the lights at the school on at dusk and off 
at daybreak. On April 9, 1949 at 5:30 a.m., 
Mr Wright had just gotten home to his farm 
after turning off the lights at the school 
when the school exploded! The damage 
to the school was estimated at $20,000, 
which would equal over $246,000 in to-
day’s dollars. The explosion blew out 
fifty-two windows in the Wright home; 
even dishes and flowerpots were broken 
from the blast and the noise from the ex-
plosion was heard ten miles away. There 
was speculation that the explosion may 
have been deliberately caused by people 

who were upset that 
the contractor was 
using non-union la-
bor. Although the 
FBI investigated the 
incident, no one was 
found responsible. 
Fortunately, no one 
was hurt in the ex-
plosion. Mr. Wright 
reported that if he had done his chores 
before turning off the lights as he usually 
did, he probably would have been in the 
building or close to the point of explosion.
After the contractor, Mr. Hett, joined the 
union, the school was rebuilt and was 
ready to receive pupils that fall of 1949. 
There were four classrooms, two bath-
rooms, a playroom, kitchen and two dress-
ing rooms. Because enrollment was still 
low, two or three grades were taught by 
one teacher. An addition to the school was 
completed in 1962 at a cost of $75,000. 
Three additional classrooms, a principal’s 
office and a teachers’ room were added.
Miss Maude Zehr was the school’s first 
principal. She was known as a strict dis-
ciplinarian. According to past stories, 
she would make students who had mis-
behaved stand in the hall or sit in a cor-
ner, or, not unusual for the time, she was 
known to use a paddle when she felt it was 
necessary.
Ten students graduated from Pleasant 
View’s first class in May 26, 1950. By 
1953, there were twenty-one graduates. 
A “community feeling” is often described 
when referring to Pleasant View. When 
the hot lunch program was in jeopardy of 
ending due to funding issues, volunteer 
mothers stepped in to help the cook. For 
35 years the pancake and sausage suppers 
were always a success. They were always 
held the first Saturday in December.
Due to low class size, all students had 
opportunities to play sports which would 
not have been possible in larger schools. 
In the 1980’s, the girls volleyball team 
won several trophies. In 1986, the eighth 
grade boys basketball team won fourth in 
the IESA state basketball tournament. In 
1987, they won second place.
Donna Harris recalled fond memories 
of her years teaching at Pleasant View 
from 1962-1994. She explained, “I soon 

learned that the Christmas Program was 
a big event. All eight grades participated 
in an old-fashioned play complete with 
props, costumes and plenty of practice so 
it would be perfect. Religious songs were 
always included. The program was held at 
the City Building until it was torn down.”
Beth Nettles Riffle attended Pleasant 
View from kindergarten through eighth 
grade. She graduated in 1986. “I don’t 
think we realized as kids what it meant to 
be a Pleasant View Tiger. As an adult, I 
can definitely see the positive effects of 
attending that small and charming coun-
try school. Because of our small size, we 
were often thought of as the underdog in 
the sports arena, but we always ended up 
proving them wrong. Sometimes, we just 
flat out dominated. When I think of Pleas-
ant View School today, I think of the year-
ly Christmas concerts when Santa came 
to visit with a bag of candy for everyone, 
the pancake and sausage suppers, and 
Community Club meetings. But mostly, I 
sit back and remember, with a smile on 
my face, the sound of the phone ringing 
and the voice of the man most of us will 
never forget. Pleasant View School ... Bob 
Paxson.” Mr. Paxson was the principal of 
Pleasant View for many years.
Pleasant View School closed in 1994 due 
to loss of revenue and failing referen-
dums. Sixty students and staff were con-
solidated into District #52. Ron Nafziger, 
Board President explained, “the rural tax 
base wasn’t strong enough to keep the dis-
trict operating.”
Today the privately owned building still 
stands. However, boarded up windows 
and a weed covered parking lot emit a 
feeling of abandonment. The current own-
er has turned the principal’s office and 
three classrooms into storage units, but 
otherwise, this once busy hub of so many 
people’s lives for so many years has tran-
sitioned to a much quieter existence.
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Area School Enrollments Re� ect 
Population Gains

Fall registration has been completed at 
most schools in the Washington area, with 
many showing an increase in enrollment 

over last year. At Washington Community 
High School, the enrollment Wednesday, 
Sept. 1, stood at 1,056 students, compared 
to a 1964-65 total of 1,003. Class totals this 
yar thus far show 315 freshmen, 282 soph-
omores, 246 juniors, and 213 seniors. Last 
year’s slate contained 286 freshmen, 251 

sophomores, 227 juniors, and 239 seniors. 
Last year’s graduating class was the largest 

ever, and will continue to hold the record at 
least through this year.

Mona Still Delayed
� e arrival time of Washington Commu-
nity High School’s third foreign exchange 

student remained uncertain this week. � e 
Philip Nordling family, 300 Wilshire Dr., 

received word that Mona Maamoun Kadd-
ah, daughter of Maamoun Taw� k Kaddah 
and Ekbal Suliman Zaki, of Maadi Cairo 

Province Egypt, has been delayed because 
of an exit visa. Mrs. William McNett, pres-
ident of the local chapter of the American 
Field Service, indicated that a whole group 
of AFS students have been delayed in their 
arrival in the United States. Mona, when 

she arrives, will become WaCoHi’s � rst girl 
exchange student.

St. Pat’s Enrolls 
Sets of Twins, Triplets

If you happen to be in the vicinity of 
St. Patrick’s School this year and think 

you’re seeing double, don’t be alarmed, for 
there are three sets of twins and one set 
of triplets entering the � rst grade. And, 

if that isn’t bewildering enough, consider 
that they are all blond and blue eyed and, 

with the exception of one set of twins, each 
group is identical. 

Steve and Stan, sons of Mr. and Mrs. 
Franklin Maxheimer, the only boys in the 

multiple groupings, were born May 2, 1959. 
� ough they are identical, they choose 
their own clothes and their individual 

tastes are quite di� erent. � ey have two 
little sisters (not twins) Susan and Diana.

Pamela and Tamela, daughters of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wiliiam Vanderheydt were march 

babies and started life at a scant two 
pounds apiece. � ey’re of average size now. 
� ough they share some twin out� ts, they 
don’t make a point of dressing alike. � ey 
have three younger brothers and sisters, 

Michael, Kimberly, and Michelle.

Jane and � eresa, daughters of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Darrow, are the only fraternal 
set of twins. � ough their coloring is sim-
ilar, they neither look nor dress alike and 

their personalities from the beginning have 
been quite opposite. � ey share March 

birthdays and have � ve brothers and sisters, 
Patricia, Linda, Debby, Michael, and David.

� e triplets, Colleen, Maureen, and Eileen, 
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Stear, 
are especially petite and to the unexperi-

enced eye are duplicates of each other. � ey 
are extremely close to each other and un-

happy when separated. � ey prefer clothes 
and possessions alike, even to the color. 

� ese little girls were born in June and have 
one older sister, Kathy Ann.

Since there are two � rst grades, each set of 
twins will be separated. � e triplets have 

been assigned to one class.

It promises to be an interesting, though 
perhaps confusing, year for Sister Maureen 
Delores and Sister Dorthea Romuald, the 

two � rst grade teachers.

Kindergarten Gets Nod Here
A public kindergarten will be available 
for all kindergarten age children in the 
District 52 schools in 1966 as a result of 

action taken Monday night by the Board of 
Education.

A� er many months of research, discussion 
and fact � nding, the Board voted to make 
sure all kindergarten age children in the 

district have the same opportunity to start 
formal education with an equal chance. 

Phillip Nordling, the newest member to be 
appointed to the Board, made the motion 
to take a vote immediately so the future 

plans could be started. � e Board had been 
holding up the � nal decision until pending 

legislation was acted on by the governor.

Two members of the Board cast no votes 
for a public kindergarten at this time. 

Board President Don Strubhar and Warren 
Borchers, who is the � nance committee 
chairman, both stated they felt strongly 
that Washington should have a public 

kindergarten. However, in the light of the 
existing low budget and lack of money 

available they would not vote to start such 
a program in 1966. It was brought out that 

the reason Washington has never had a 
public kindergarten was because there has 

never been that much money not being 
used. � e school district, with the newly 
available state education tax increase, can 
start a kindergarten for approximately 150 
students without the necessity of a building 

program at this time. 

� e Board agreed, however, that it rec-
ognized the fact that with a kindergarten 
in the school system it may increase the 

possibility of a referendum for more money 
sooner than had been anticipated. 

Ernest Pierantoni said, “If the educators are 
convinced that kindergarten is necessary in 
our system, the Board of Education should 
do all that is possible to see that the money 

is made available.”

� e initial cost of starting six kindergarten 
classes here has been set at approximately 
$20,000. � e continuing cost a� er the � rst 

couple of years, however, was estimated 
at $8,000. With the money from state 

aid now available the cost would be cut 
by about one-third. � e starting costs 

would be spent primarily for classroom 
equipment, supplies and salaries for an 
additional three full time teachers. Each 
teacher would have two half day sessions 

each school day. 

ARCHIVES FROM THE WASHINGTON 
COURIER NEWS– 
SEPTEMBER 1965

FROM 
THE
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